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| HO. Cuſtome hath im fame ſort made it neceſſary to enter- 


3 » . a i £ 
* 


.*. Fain the Reader with 'a' Preface, ce. before he enters upon the 
» peruſal of a Book, ſhewing the deſyn,. and the Lo of 
Writing of wt; yet mn thu.caſe 1 oe there will be no need, either 
zo Court his Fayour, or. Mollifie-his Diſpleaſure, for undertakzng 
the Defence of Chriſtianity againſt | the great and. dangerous oppoſers 
of it. _ For thus being, the common. cauſe an which every man who 
called by the name - Chriſt, hath,.an Intereſt, 'he may I hope with- 
out begging pardon, or f he pleaſe withaut ſhewing any Reaſon, 
engage in maintenguce of our holy Religion, embraced by the whole 
Church of God, as well as by . that -of which he 35 a Member ; againſt 
all fuch, who ſhall either openly- oppoſe, or ſecretly endeavour to un- © 
POT OTE pe oF «= Ks 

Here every man 2s a Souldier, and by his Baptiſmal Yow, havi 
bin lifted under Chriſts Banner, 1s obliged to fight under it, Jus 
all the Enemes of his. Savior ; and ſuch are the perniczous Opinions 
here. repreſented, which carry in their forehead an open, and declar- 
ed Hoſizlity, and direft oppoſition to the Droinity, and the Croſs of 

Chriſt, The adverſaries of our Holy Religion Fook taken the - Con- 
fidence to pot ther Impious Opinions, not only without Leave, 
. _ but 1n Oppoſition to the juſt Authority, and the known aud ſtand- 
.zng Laws-of this Nation: they have revwed the Opinions, reprinted 
zhe Books of ſome former Socinian Writers, which chad -almoſt bin 
gs oe 2 a a a. | forgotten, 


9D 


_ and profeſſion; watching the / 


- think there are ſtarce any. among” us'ſo fov 
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forgotten, but they have taken care to refreſh our memories ; and all 
this hath bin done in defyance to the Government, as well as m the 


Face of 2t. - pen - Abe TNT Se MOU ENT —_— 
It hath bin as the occaſion of trouble to all Good men, ſo like- 


_ wiſe matter of Wonder and Enquiry to all Conſidering men, 


to find the Nation peſter d with ſuch numbers of Socaman Books, 


which have ſwarm'd all upon a ſuddain, -and have bin maduſtriouſly 


diſperſed thro all parts of the Kingdom,” whereby many weak and 
——— Souls Joe bis rw! p.. their ind GE from 
the ſimplicity which 1s an Chriſt; | n j 

Who they are, who have bin the ſecret abettors and promoters of 
theſe Antichriſtian Doftrines as it 4s variouſly diſeourſed, ſo T- ſhall 
not, Curiouſly Enquire; leaſt by Roaving and uncertain Conjectures, 
the Innocent may be miſtaken far - the Criminals. Only this | think 
25 ſo evident, Ht it "may be. eaket. for- granted; That: fnce thers 
have bin no conſiderable uambers of men" forinerly,. that 'we' know, of, 
who have openly and avowedly profeſſed the Impous tenents of So- 
cinus; They muſt have lain hurking under fome other outward name 

the fo and mt comenient eportmie 

zo droulge their Opinions, which for ſome quft ang weighty reaſo) 
no doubt, they thought fit for ſome time to ſtifle and conceal.” # 
vong us ſo fobleſo\as to 1maggne , that 
like Cadmus his Qf-Sprimg (tho without doubt the Old Serpent hath 
had no ſmall hand mm this Affair) theſe men ſhould ſpring out of the 
Ground ; or as ſome have fancyed of Woodeocks, that they have dropped 
out of the Clouds among us :' #' therefore beyond \atf' doubt, that 
they have lain. hid and d:jeuiſed under the denommatzon of Jome other 
Sett or Party, and Profeſſzon. | FS Se 

But among other perſons 'or parttes concerned im this Afar ,, it 
would -be a Miracle, greater than any of late years pretended to be 
wrought in France fer the Converſion of the poor Hugonots' there, 
if -the Papiſts ſhould not be engaged im 1t : ' who never as yet have 
ſtood by as unconcerned Speators, when any miſchief was . m 
contrivance againſt our Church: But have always watched, and laid 
hold on: the fitteſt Opportunity, of Sowing and Increafrmg Diviſions 
among us; and who have by a late Experiment ſuffuciently convinced 


&e Warld, that they have @ much better Kzack, at Unictling and 


Diſturbing, 


THE-PREFAGE. 
Diſtarbing our. Religion, thas in Eftabliſhing: and Defending” 
their. own... 

No -queſtson, 1t: po afford. matter of ne ſmall Sport and Entertain- 
ment to: them, to. find. #-Generition: of Men, or Vipers rather ſhall 
1 call them. Hiſt en their fhead,. who may tho by different methods, 
at length parfelt A dofomarireb they have bin long. ſince projetting'; 
np the" Rume of this: poor\Church,. and" the' deſtruction 14-0 Ho- 
Y and. Excellent: Religzon, which by Gods Right Hand hath bin Efta- 

lijhed, and hiherth ihe; wonderfully preſerved. among "1s 

But whatever. the Caules have: kin of this Fudan Appearance 
of Socmianiſm, or "= way were the. Authors: that. have ſecretly 
and 1n: et aj .abetted. and encouraged 1t-; much of which lies 
as yet: m; the dark; te. pernicious effects: of it have bin, and. are, 
at. this day to6. Viſible: The minds of. men,. as we ſaid before, 
throughout: the-i Nation. being- \ffrangely 'corrupted'; Infidelity" and 
Scepticifm' univerſally. prevaclng.”. Some: deriding, all Religion, which 


#hey. ether laugh - at-.as the: ofels of Folly: and: Superſtition;- or 
farng er ee Cheat and Contrayance- af- ſome: Gunning, and; de- 


themſel ſelves Enemies. 'to: Revealed Religion ſoak 
| I. uh ten trerer.;. deride: the LN of - 
make: hat} a v9? Wi 


f 6 rat urwler 3 es any Hhoug that. 2s ſaid mn. oInAICaton 
FDEMK My \ 


a; Third.\jokt  IOogE age awn,: ma profeſs id: believe. the Buble, web 
FA nay-hot- only ſo: but Radicule'all the Great Myſteries of our 
eligion; ſuch as are the Doftrines concerning, the: Bleſſed 'Tranty, 
the Incarnation of the \Sew; of God,\the Redemtion” of the. World y 

6-1eret- of: bis Neath and-Sufferings'; the: belief of which have bm 
itherta' looked: pon t6xbe::the- Badge and: Mark whereby. Chriſtians 
have bin. Bene heed from Fews and: Mahometans.. \ + 
 Laftly,, a. Forth fort-there are "(for you muſt: know there are ſe- 
verol- Rainhs «and- Orders. of: theſe” Enenues. of our Retigion) who. re- 
ertterthe Hay wr 0 as: we-de',, and Believe. at leaſt they tell , 
2s:'they:ao. Ty all the\Great: Myſteries of our Faith contamed there; 
but: yet: ab. the: ſame-teme- they-take \care'\to:Tet 1s; Fnow,. that: the be- 
 lisf «of theſe -18 not - . Go. that whether you are a Be- 
| _— -Or.-an. Infidel: 34 : thoſe matters Rar —_ nb great diffe- 


a 2 Yence 3 


Lon of a profeſſed a than 


THE PREFACE. 
rence; foraſmuch as the Honour 'of God, the Welfare of Religion, 
and the Salvation of your own Soul, 15 not concerned either one way 


or other, And if ſo I am ſure no wiſe man ought to trouble him- 
ſelf, much leſs to give others any Trouble about ſuch Trifling and 


| Inconſiderable Opinions. 4nd theſe I look upon” to be the greate 


and moſt dangerous of all the forementioned Enemies, foraſmuth as 
the Obſervation of all Aees, it hath'bin found @ much ſurer and 
eedier way "a to rum any -cauſe ” betraying than oppoling *t'; 
and that much. eaſier guard your Tolf fro om the Open m_ 
” popes ye the Treachery and. fall- | 
ood of a pretended Friend, 
we * {Reta therefore if it be poſſh peiv (and 1-bpe 6 not too | 
late to Attempt it) the Growth and Pr that Infidelity 
which 5 to be band] m-many; That Coldneſs ny Indifference about 
the Great and Sacred Myſteries of our Religion, "which-- 75 ro be ob- 
ſerved im others; All wich are the bleſſed effedts of '\Sorintaniſm; 
and which ſeem to: have uſed themſelves among afl"Orders #nd 
Ranks of men among us; "beyond the' Example” of former 'tinies'; 
It hath bin Judged an edilable courſe, to ſhew the plain" and-dz- 
ref oppoſiton, that is between the Dodrines: of Socinus and thoſe 
which are revealed by. the. Spirit of God in” the- Holy" Srripnires; 
and eſpecially in the Writmgs of the New. Teſtament," And this; 
among, ſuch eſpectally who ho not. extinguiſhed-all Regard for- Reti- 
gon, may, as. it 1s hoped, be of fume good" uſe, to fortify then a- 
inſt the Infe&tion of theſe SIG Errors, which aro: afogey 
read like a Gangrene. "s ba A, ga 
Oo "ens; enerally.* have bi loyed, \that Con: | 
th ud for” the nol part pI ſurreſe ;"in eng mo - 
Our — 7 ; Kel on, from the Bold and Impudent” Cavite of theſe He- 
reticks ; have: ſtood upon the Defenſive part,  Now"st may. - 


be thought, for many good Reafons, adviſable; to an Offenſive 
War. upon theſe dels; and to bring 0, poex tor "Territories; 
. That us, that the charge 'of . Unreaſonableneſs and Im) ety, which 
they with Equal Falſhood and Impudence, have laid"at the" door 
of the Cori ian Religion; \ſboutd be: retorted upon" their: New, ant 

erous Opinions ; which upon- Examination will 'be found" to 'be 


+ to Picty, eg—_ to plain Reaſon: and 11 the ho 


THE PREFACE 
clufon ſuch- as will conduce to the Qverthrow of all true Religion. 
And to diſcover this, (which I hope 1m ſome meaſure ts done in them) 
'5 the deſwn of theſe" following Papers ; viz, That the Religion of 
 Socinns: as oppoſed to Chriſfianity 35 both Impions and Abſurd, 

So» that fairly to repreſent Socmmaniſm will be the beſt method that 
we'can' take to Confute it ; ' ant! rightly. to ſtate the Controverſy, 
will be 'the ſpeedteſt way to put an end to 1t. 

T confeſs as. to: the point of Reaſon, the Socinians have laid 
Juch'a claim to it, as if they ard mtend to Engrols and Mono- 
-polize that to themſelves, which yet, tho m ſeveral deerees, 1s the 
Right and - Inheritance of all. mankind, And for' thetr attain- 
ments mm this, they have ſo magfied themſelves, and have bin- ſo 
undecently as well as unjuſtly magmfied by others; that many inno- 
cent and well meaning men have bin afraid to enter the Liſts with 
theſe Sons of Anak, theſe: Champions: of Infidelity. But 1 dare 
- penture to" aſſure” the 'Reader, he- needs not fear to' encounter theſe 
-Gyants upon the plain ſquare of Reaſon; notwithſtanding all their 
Boaſts and Brags 'of it. -And'T think it may be eaſily made out, 
that in Oppoſition to; ſome Important Articles of our Faith, upon pre- 
tence” of ther \Repugnance: to' Reaſon, they have advanted ſome other 
 poſitrons, fo contrary 'to Reaſon; that when they come to be compar- 
ed;: T-believe'it "will \be found, that ithere 15 ſrarce any ' thing in P6- 
ery; not excepting that: Groſs" Fulſome Doctrine of 'Tranſubſtan- 
- tiation ; whith contains greater Ablurdities, ' more poſer to, and 

zncomprehenſible by natural Reaſon. Particularly what they ſay con- 
cerning the Factitious (Divinity of Chriſt, 25 by far more uncon- 
 igervable: then! what 'the"Papnſts aver of” the change of the Elements in 
'\the' Euchariſt. And any 'man that hath abilities to' judge of theſe 
matters, will upon "enquiry find ;" that 1t is leſs Abſurd and Impoſ- 
ible, if there are Degrees of Abſurdity in Contradittons, and of aif- 
 eculty things that are Impoſſible; that a prece of Bread ſhould 
e- Franſubſtantiated into'Fleſh, than-that a man' ſhould be Trant- 
ctormed into: a God. 3 | 

In ſhort tho Reaſon be the Idol of theſe men, yet I muſt defire 
#0, be- excuſed: if 1 do-not ſtand: in” any. great awe and admiration 
of it:"and truly for my own part, I ſhould much rather fear the 
Malice'#er' the Reaſon of '@. Sociman, at any time. And 1 am 


afraid 


} 
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afraid, - that if ever theſe men (Quod avertat. Deus) ſhould gain 
{trength and numbers. amone 7s; they would prove one of the moſt 
Cruel and Sanguinary Sets, that ever yet diſturbed the peace of 
the Church. It is not to be demed, but: that they. have in their Writ- 
ings advanced fome parts of Chriſt:an Moraltty to a great height, and 
have fpoke many. and defervedly great. things, concerning forgreencfs 

om- 


7 
of inquries and patience under them, in” complyance with the © 


manas, and in Imitation of the Example of our Bleſſed Saviour : 


But I ſhould be loath to truſt a Socmian for all that; and. if 
we were forced to make the Tryal (tho I hope we are m no danger 
of the experiment) I doubt not but. we ſhould find, the forgivenels of 
theſe Men mare Implacable than: the. Revenge of others: and that 
their meekneſs and: moderation- world. have more terrible effetts, 
than the rage and fury of the Arians 'and Donatiſts, :z. ancrent 
times, And.that the Reader may, not think, [utter this without ground, 
tho I have a great'many , 4 well. at- preſent offer but-one reaſon 
for my conjefture, and: that. 1s taken from therr-Boyſterons, Impu- 
dent, Scurrilous way of treating the great and adorable myſteries 
of” our Religion ; whuh ſhews. what uſage the protefiors: of them 
would in all tkelyhood meet, if they ever-had. them-in their power. 

The. Bleſſed Trinity. 1s by fome of them ſtyled\Friceps Cerberns, 
and the dottrine. concerning. it \they+ have. aſcrabed to the Invention 
of the Devil, and. tell us that zt4 was fetched from Hell. Some-. 
times they will ſheak very homourably of our Saviour , but- at- other 
temes, and upon. other occaſions ſo' reproachfully- of his drome nature, 
that they treat him worſe then either the Jews: or Romans. who\:con- 
s 1 ar and. Crucified him. And tho they pay Drome Honour and 
Adoration to. him, yet' that doth not take; off the. guilt and: mpiety 
of thezr Sacrilegious denyal; and. as far asm them hes Deſpoiling 
him of his Divinity ; bu# here:n they. tranſcribe. the Copy which the 
Roman Joulazers before mentioned ſet them after his Condem- 
nation by. Pilate, who put. a. Crown upon bus head, and a Scepter mto 
1 hand ; and yet at the ſame time they Spit in his. Facerand Buffetold 

mM. oN W 
_ One would think that the great and venerable myſteries of our 

Relgon, entertained by all the IW1jeſt, aud Learnedſt, and beſt. Men 


and Churches, in all ages ever ſme Chriſtianity. was firſt. planted! in 


the 
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the World; tho they had bm Errors, yet had deſerved to be treated 
with a little more Civility and Reſpect, than theſe men have ſhew-' 
ed in their Writings : who have wanted ſomething elſe beſfaes a good” 
Cauſe to defend: p they have wanted Modeſty and Coility in the + 
Defence of a very bad one ; "have wanted the Candor and Ingenu- 
zty of a fair adverſary ; and have treated the myſteries of our Faith 
with ſuch a Proftitute, and Impudent Scurrility ; that we cannot 
well tell what reply to make to them ; except in Imitation of the 
bleſſed and meek Arch- Angel Michael, we ſhould defire God to Inter- 
poſe in his own quarrel, and to rebuke the Blaſphemies of theſe 
men, but to have mercy upon the Blaſphemers. 

To Conclude all, as there 1s no danger at preſent, God be thanked, 
that we ſhould be frighted out of our Religion, ſo I hope we ſhall 
not be wheedled out of zt, by any of the Artifices of theſe ſeducers 
who lye in-wait to deceive; nor by any. other ſpecious pretences 
that they may make ; nonot by the pretence of Peace, which I know 
hath ſometimes bin offered in their behalf T confeſs peace 1s a moſt - 
defrreable thing, the bleſſmgs that attend it are ſo great that we 
cannot tell how ſufficiently to value, and ſo many, that we can 
ſcarce namber them. So that all humble and truly pious Chri- 
ſtians ſhould be content to part with any thing to obtam tt. 

But I muſt recal that laſt word, for upon ſecond thoughts 7 
find ut may be too dearly purchaſed ; as 2t certainly will be, when 
bought at the expence either of 'Trath or Juſtice ; without which, 
Peace tho otherwiſe the > moſt uſeful and excellent, would prove one 
of the moſt pernicious and nyſchievous things in the World, And 
when I fpeak of Truth 1 chiefly and principally mean thoſe fun- 
damental Truths which are treated of mm theſe following Papers, the 
Betief' of which have hitherto bin looked upon by moſt Chriſtians, to be 
neceſlary to our Salvation : and if there be. any Truths of that 
Importance 1 hope every man mill conſider, that tho Peace be much to 
be defired, yet that it 2s not adviſable for him to hazard his Salva- 
tion to ſecure 1, Y 

When all 1s done the bop of being. eſteemed a Peaceable and 
moderate man well ſtand a man but in little ſtead when he comes 
to appear before the Tribunal -of Chriſt, and there to be charged with 
the guilt of betraying his Religion, and at the ſame time, the Souls 


Lk | b 
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[!' of them committed to his charge, to enlleſs perdition and ruin, In 
one word, tho Peace be ſo great a bleſſing that a man might be content 
_ to Jay down hs Life, yet no man ſhould lay down his Soul for the ſake 
of it. And tho aPious man might in ſome caſes commendably ſub- ; 
* mit to Death, yetno wile man, nay deed no man not out of his F 
wits, would yenture upon damnation to Obtain it, '8 
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] N all ages ever ſince the firſt planting of a Chriftian Church 


in the world, God for many wiſe reaſons hath thought fit 

to exerciſe it with various and different ſorts of tryals. The 

Apoſtles who were immediately commiſſioned by Chriſt, 
and ſent to teach all Nations, and thereby to bring them over 
to the belief and obedience of the Goſpel, (according to the 
prediction of their bleſſed Maſter in the roth. of Matth. who - 
had forewarned them of it,) met witlr great and violent oppoſi- 
tion, and that both from Few and Gentzle, who with an extraor- 
dinary zeal or rather fury, ſetthemſelves to oppreſs and ſtifle this 
new doctrine, if it were poſlible, at its firſt appearance, and be- 
fore it had gained much ground and footing in the world. 

But beſides the open force with which the enemies of it en- 
deavoured. to deſtroy the Chriſtian doErine, the Apotltles and 
other Miniſters of 1t, met with another and more dangerous op- 
potition from ſome falſe brethren, who did not aime {o much 
at the deſtruction of the Chriſtian faith, as by ſome undue 
mixtures to corrupt the purity of it. Such were the Judaizing 
Chriſtians, who tho they embraced the doctrine of the Goſpcl, 
yet ſtill they retain'd a weighty affection for their old Religion 
and the law of Moſes, to the obſervance of which they thought 


themſelyes under an indiſpenſable obligation, and not only {o, 
| A | but 


CR 


2 A Preſervative . 


but would oblige all other Converts to the like obſervance ; and 
their zeal in this matter occafioned no {mall trouble to the: Apo- 
ftles, and diſturbance to the Churches, where they firft planted 
the Chriſtian faith. See As 15. and 5. Gal. And tho this was a 
matter of no {mall concern, and might in the concluſion have 
proved of dangerons conſequence, yet it 'was not confiderable 
in a manner, 4t compared with many other execrable opinions 
and praCtices, which began very early to be introduced into 
the Church, by Ebon and Cermthus, Menander, Saturnmus, Ba- 
filides, and Carpocrates. Succeeded afterwards by Yalentmus and 
Marcus, Marcion, and Hermogenes, and a long train of Hereticks 
{hall I call them? or Hobegoblins ; for fo I think they might well 


| be Ryled, if we confider either the darkneſs and ignorance of 


all religious matters with which they were encompaſſed, or the 
wild pranks which they played, to the great diſturbance of all 
good men; who were all defcended from "that fon'of perdition 
Szmon Magus, who was their Patriarch and Ring-leader. It were 
a difficult task to mnfter up the names, but almoſt an endleſs 
attempt to reckon the ſenſeleſs and extravagant opinions of 
theſe Hereticks ; by reaſon of whoſe pernicious ways, the way 
of truth was evil ſpoken of: For many of the-objeftions of 
the Heathens againſt Chriftianity , tho all of them were falfe, 
yet were 'taken from the execrable opinions and praCcti- 
ces of theſe lewd miſcreants', who thereby brought :no ſmall 
diſgrace upon the Chriſtian Religion, and put no fmalt ſtop to 
the growth and propagation of it, But not to profecute this 
matter any farther, if we deſcend a little lower, we fhall find 
that God had no ſooner diflipated the ftorm that hung; over 
the Chriſtian Church for ſome Centuries; and put-a ſtop to the 
effuſion of any more of that blood, (which: without any diftin- 
Aion of Age or Sex, was fpilt like water under the ten famous 
perſecutions) by the advancement of Conſtantine to the Empire ; 
but the devil betakes himſelf to new ſhifts : who finding his for- 
mer methods of cruelty ſo fignally bafled-by the patience and 
conſtancy of the Martyrs, he begins to play anew, or rather to 


revive his old game, and fince he cannot deſtroy the profeſſors 


of Chriſtianity, he will endeayour to undermine their Relision. 
He 
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He hadindeed made a vigorous effort, to extinguiſh both the 
name and memory of the Chriftian Religion, and to have tore 
up both the faith and the belieyers quite by the very roots ; 
but herein he was diſappointed, and therefore he endeavours to 
compaſs that by ftratagem, which he cannot effect by ſtorm ; 
and in this method he finds greater ſucceſs than in the former. 
For being baffled as we ſaid before, in his attempts upon the 
diſciples of Chriſt, he attacks the doEtrine which they embraced : 
and here /nimicus homo, the enemy came and ſowed tares among 
the Wheat; hoping thereby to choke the word, which now he 
deſpair'd to extirpate. And herein he found fit inftruments for 
the execution of his deſign ; for taking adyantage of the ambi- 
tion and curioſity, the diſcontent and revenge, and other diſor- 
derly paſſions of Arizs, Photinus, Neſtorins, Eutyches and others , 
he ſoon prevail d with them to afſfiſt him in the proje& which he 
had laid, forcorrupting the dofrine and thereby diſturbing the 
peace of the- Church. . For they preſently broached many 'dan- 
gerous opinions, . whereby they: did either plainly deny, or ſome 
other way pervert the doctrines then generally entertained by 
the whole Church, concerning the natures and the perſon of the 


_ Sonof God. | 


But theſe errors having long fince-bin buried in the Weſtern 
Church, and lay forgotten in a manner with their Authors, wer 
again unhappily revived at the beginning of the Reformation, 
by the endeavours chiefly of ſome Polanders and Italians in the 
laſt age, and among them principally of Fauſtus Socinus ; who 


| having gathered up the dangerons errors of Paulus Samoſatenus 


and Photmus chiefly, againſt the divinity of Chriſt, he put them 
together in one body, together with thoſe of Pelagzus inthe point 
of original fin, and thoſe other doErines which are ſuppoſed to 
have a neceſſary. dependance upon it. 

- And herein Socerus ſeems chiefly to havechoſen Pelagzns for his 
pattern, For the other Hereticks, I mean Arms, Photinus, and 


Macedonius being content with the denyal of thoſe fundamen- 


tal doctrines, concerning the divinity of the Son and the Holy 

Ghoſt, or with their particular Errors about the natures and per- 

ſan of Chriſt, as Nefterius and Eutyches ; they did not attend to, 
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or at leaft did not draw out thoſe doEtrines into all their per- 
nicious conſequences , which might when clearly underſtood , 
overthrow all the other parts of the Chriſtian doQtrine. Bur 
Pelagius gave us a ſyſteme of his Divinity, and drew out his Er- 


rors into a greater length , in oppoſition to ſeveral important . 


parts and branches of our Religion; chiefly that which concerned 
the doctrine of Original fin,which naturally lead him into thoſe 
other dangerous miſtakes, which did by conſequence overthrow 
the neceſhity of the ſatisfaction made by Chrift, and the redewip- 
tion of the world by the merit of his death and fufringy as 
the Fathers, and particularly St. Auſt: diretly charge him. For 
he was maſter of reaſon enough to conſider where it was that 
his firſt error would naturally lead him, and he was content 
to follow it, and thereby fell into that Labyrinth of errors, 
from which with all his skill and ſophiftry he could not diſ- 
entree himſelf; for when preſſed with the arguments of his 


adverſaries, and the authority and tradition of the Catholick 


Church ; tho hecould and did find as many ſhifts and tricks 
as any other, to eſcape the force . and conviction of truth ; yet 
bis former and fundamental error in denying the imputation 
of Adam's ſin, and the original guilt and ſtain of our natures: 
contracted thereby, hung like a dead weight about him, and 
ſunk him down into tals impious opinions which he broach- 
ed concerning the grace, of God, and theliberty and_freedom 


of mans will in religions matters in oppoſition to that Grace ;., 


concerning the nature and efficacy of the Sacrament of Bap- 
tiſm, the merit of good works and the juſtification of a finner, 
the nature of Gods law and thepoſhbility of raifing to a ſtate 
of perteCtion in this life, by yielding a perfe& obedience to 
it, &c. all which having been picked up by Socmus, 97 gym 
what was deliver d' by the other Hereticks, againft the divinity 


of the Son of God , and the Holy . Ghoſt , he hath at 
length. given us the moſt perfe&t ſyſteme of Herefies, in op- 
poſition ta the. doctrine of the Goſpel , .m almoſt alt the 
parts and bravches of it, that ever was uſhered into the world. 
And indeed- togive him his due, tho in point of time and ftand- 
ing he was inferior, yet.in point of skill. and management, that 
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is, in the art of Hereſie, he was ſuperior toall that went before - 
him, moſt of whom were but fools and bunglers in compdri- 


ſon. For many of the ancieat Hereticks had ſeveral exirava- 
gant and incoherent notions, which had no more connexion 
between one another, then the parts of a rope of ſand: fo 
that. like a company of mad and hair-brained people, they at- 
tacked the Chriftian Religion with great fury, but it was at 
randome and without skill ; flinging about their mad optaions 
like wild-fire, with which indeed they did a great deal of muſ- 
chief, but it was atall adventures, without order, and as one 
would imagine, without any certain aim. But Socanus comes 
more gravely and leaſurely to work, and what M-: Cato ſaid 
in another caſe of Fulzus Ceſar, * may be applyed to him, So- 
brius acceſſit ad perdendam religzonem, Like a man that had his 
wits, tho, as many think, not the fear of God-about him, he 
comes more ſoberly and with greater deliberation to deſtroy the 
Chriſtian Religion : he puts his opinions into better order, his 
errorsare better united, and have as far as the nature of error 
would allow, for the moſt part, a good correſpondence between 
one*another : hike a wary and well diſciplined Captain, he puts 
his arguments into good array, levels his Batteries againſt the 
great myſteries of our Religion, and chiefly againft the eternal 
Divinity of the Son of God : as well knowing that 1fhe can ſuc- 
ceed in his attempt upon that, he may promiſe himſelf an eaſy 
and cheap victory over all the reſt of our Religion ; and there- 
fore having, as he thinks, effeCtually overthrown that main and 
fundamental Article of 1t concerning the eyer bleſſed Trinity , 
he is reſolved tofollow his blow, and to purſue his imaginary 
conqueſt in that point, to the overthrow of all the other parts 
of the Chriſtian doctrine. He ſaw where Arims, Photius, Neſto- 
rzus, &c. were wanting, who having, as was ſaid before, contented 
themſelves with their particular errors concerning-the natures 
and perſon. of Chrift, as perſons who thought they had done 
miſchief enough , they ſeemed content with what they had 
done, and went nofarther; But Socmus in imitation of his be- 


1 Ad evertenddam Rempablicam ſobrium acceſiſſe, Suet, in Jul. Czl. 
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loved Pelagtus, enlarged our proſpect into his Religion, and from 
the principles which he laid down, he drew out his concluſions 
to agreater length :. for having denyed the Trinity, and parti- 
cularly. the eternal divinity of our Sayiour, with it he could not 
avoid denying his ſatisfaction, and the redemption of the world 


by the merit of his death and ſufferings ; having diſowned the 


perſonality ofthe Holy Ghoft, the neceſſity of his grace, and 
the efficacy of his operations upon the minds of men', muſt 


at; the ſame time fall to the ground. Together with theſe 


he. hath publiſhed many dangerous errors concerning the na- 
ture and attributes of God ; concerning his preſcience and pro- 
vidence in the government of the world ; concerning the'crea- 
tion of man and the fall of Adam, and that corruption of our 
natures which 1s the conſequence of 2t ; concerning..juſtificati- 
on, and faith which is the means of obtaining itz: concerning 


the Church, its nature and the_notes whereby it. may be di- 


ſtinguiſhed from all other ſocieties ;| concerning: the miniſtry 
and the perſons to whom Chriſt hath committed the | care 
and government of his Church ; their diftin&tion and autho- 
rity to preach the Goſpel, and to exerciſe diſcipline in it; 


concerning the, Sacraments and the end of their inftitution, 


and particularly- concerning the nature and efficacy of Baptiſm 
and the Lords Supper ; laſtly , concerning a future ſtate and the 
condition of men. after this Life. To which may be added 
ſome other doftrines, which do not ſeem to have any cons 
nexion with the former, but yet are of dangerous conſequence 
to the peace and welfare of all civil Societies : thoſe I mean 
which he hath advanced about. the power and authority of the 
Civil Magiſtrate, the Lawfulneſs of Warand Oaths in a 'Chri- 
ſtian Commonwealth, which have as miſchievous an influence 
npon the order and peace of States and Kingdoms, as his other 

opinions haveupon Religion. | 
So' that Socmmus having obſerved what was wanting in the 
former Hereticks to make their attempts entirely ſucceſsful a- 
gainft the Chriſtian Religion ; being engaged in the ſame deſign, 
bur in order to make 1t more effe&tual, he wiſely reſolved to 
corre what he thought was amiſs in them : wherefore lay- 
ing 
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ing afide what was more groſs and abſurd in the wilder and 
more extrayagant opinions of the. ancient Hereticks, and ſup- 
plying the defedts of the more ſubtile and refined who came 
afterwards; he and his followers have at length given us a 
body of their dryinity, more compleat 1n its kind then ever 
the world was blefled with before their time. Not but that in 
ſpight of all their art and skill, ſuch being the fate and folly 
of error, 'they cannot avoid, eſpecially in the defence and main- 
tenance of their opinions, falling into many and thoſe very 
plain contradiftions. Upon the whole matter 1 think it may 
be reaſonably -doubted whether Socmms, any more than that 
grand Impoſtor Mahomet, may . be properly called a Heretick, 
as being the Founder of a new Religion, rather than the Author 
of a new name and fe&t among Chriftians. For as the Alco- 
ran of the former, ts, as. we are told, a fardel of errors and 
abſordities arifing from the impure mixture of Chriftianity, 
Fudaiſm, and Pagamſm, together with ſome idle and extravagant 
notions of his own; ſo the doctrine of Sorinus, ſeems to be a 
compoſition of the errors of Arms, Photmus, and Pelagins, &r. to- 
gether with fome additions of his own, not indeed ſo feemingly 
ablurd, as thoſe of Mahomet, but, Tam afraid, no leſs dangerous 
to. the Chriftian religion ; of which he hath retained only the 
name together with the empty ſound of the words; but with 
ſuch falſe gloſſes, ſuch forced and malicious interpretations, as 
have quite deftroyed the trae notion, as the whole defien of 
the Goſpel: in oppoſition to which he hath given us a kind 
of natural and new Religion, not fuch as the ſpirit of God 
hath revealed in his word, but fnch as his own carnal reaſon 
ſaggefted to him, in oppoſition to that revelation, And that 


- this may not be looked upon to be an uncharitable becauſe a 


groundleſs charge; I ſhall lay before the reader a ſcheme of 
the religion revealed by God in Holy Scripture, and particu- 
larly that publiſhed by Chrift and Ins Apoſtles in the writings 
of the New Teſtament, and which hath bin embraced by all 
ſound Chriſtians in all ages of the Church, from the firſt plant- 
ing of one in the world, to this day , together with another of 
the new, or newly reyiyed opinions of the Socrrmzans : that by 
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comparing of both, he may be able to make a judgment of 
what 1s here ſuggeſted, which upon examination I hope he will 
find to be agreeable to truth, and not contrary to charity. 
And firſt, as 1t 1s fit, we ſhall begin with the great obje&t of 
our religion, Almighty God: in the knowledge and worſhip 
of whom, together with an obedience to his commands, con- 
fiſts the entire nature of religion. And here upon enquiry I 
believe we ſhall find, that wht the Scriptures have revealed 
concerning the nature of God, is widely different from the ac- 
count which Socmnus and his diſciples give us of him, 

As to what concerns the nature of God, the Scriptures pro- 
poſe him to be conſidered two ways by us. 1. Abſolutely in 
his glorious and eflential attributes, or 2/y, Relatively in the 
great and adorable myſtery of the ever bleſſed Trmity. 

Firſt, 1k we confider God in his Attributes, we ſhall find that 
the firſt great, and, if I may ſo call it, fundamental attribute 
which the Scriptures reveal, and indeed natural reaſon dictates 
concerning him, is the unity of the Godhead, Deut.6.4. Hear, 
O Iſrael, the Lord our God ts one Lord. Deut. 32. 39. See now that 
I, even I am he, and there us no God with me, 1 Cor. 8.5. 6. For 
tho there be that are called Gods, whether in heaven or in earth, &c. 
But to us there 1s but one God the Father of whom are all things. 
1 Tim. 2. 5. There 2s but one God, and one Mediator between God 
and man, &C. | | 

Here undoubtedly it will be ſaid that the Socnzans are be- 
yond all ſuſpition orthodox, all their ftudies and labors being 
employed in aſſerting and vindicating the unity of the God- 
head in oppoſition to the doCEtrine of the Trinity, which ac- 
cording to their apprehenfions muſt infer a plurality of Gods. 
Bat for all their boaſts concerning this matter, and aſſuming to 
themſelves upon that ſcore the name of Unitarians, we muſt 
not be too haſty in acquitting them from the imputation of 
Polytheiſm; for tho they deny the eternal generation and divi- 
nity of Chriſt, and ſay that he had no exiſtence before his being 
formed in the womb of the Virgin , and appearance in the 
world; and that the being which he then had was purely 
humane : yet after his returrection trom the grave, and his 
aſcenſion 
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_ aſcenſion into. heaven, they fay that God the Father as the 
reward, of his obedience. and ſufferings, exalted him to the ho- 
nour and; dignity ofa God; not indeed to be the ſupreme and 
eternal God, but howeyer deus verus, a true God, diſtinC&t and 
ſeparate from his: Father; and. Socznus takes it, ill of his adver» 
| ſaries, that they ſhould. charge him with denying Chriſt to. be 
God: and complains againſt them that will not be brought to 
confeſs and- worſhip him 2, for their Lord and God, who was 
once 2 weak and. mnfirmman: and herein he faith the power 
and. goodneſs of, God was: diſcovered, and his. admirable wif- 
dom: diſplayed;- in- extolling and deifying this man, beyond 
what. we. can imagin 3. Ci 
. And to the objection that might, be made: againſt..this opi- 
n49h, as'that which did unayoidably infer a plurality of Gods, 
Welzggemas: will telk you, that if: by two Godsyou. mean one of 
whom: are /all things and we in him, and one by. whom-are all 
things.and we by him, we areſo far ſaith he, from being aſhamed 
of worſhipping two fach Gods, that we rather glory in it +. But 
if. at, ſhall be farther {aid, that to do- them right, they acknows 
ledge -but:one-ſupreme God: by, nature, ard that Chriltis any 
ly a God by Appointment/and Office; not, zetmr' but! fafwur; 
not batn but made,' and deifyed after his afcerfion; by &:com- 
munication: of the'diyine power, wiſdom and;goodnets to: lim ; 
I Anſwer that this-is ſo far from abating;” that it rather  en- 
creaſes the: difficulty, and makes: the Sacnzan notion; both aby 
ſard and impious;as' may be-ſhewn -mote at ..largeihereafter, 
when we. come-to.. lay-the-charge 'of: Idolatry: at. their: door. 
Indeed'one: would think it ſhould: be :a:debaſing: of the name 
and- honour! that 15 due to God, to give etther of them: to 
any but him that isſo from all eternity ; the ſame Wokogenzus 
will tell you, you may if you pleafe, reproach them for ſo doing, 
but. he” values it not a ruſh, nos: nor grubeſcimus,” we are not 


I—— 


. 11 Quaſs nos. Chriſtum verum deum. efſe negamus,, quod Famen 4, nobis non: fit., 


SOCin. oper. T'om. 2.'p. 645. 2 Ut pro Deo. ac Domino ſus. venerentur, p. 631. 
3 $n, eo. homing. ſupra quam. dici poteſt extollendo. deificands, Ibjd. 4 U? potius 
:d gloria nobis & laudi ducamus, Wolzogen. Prolegoin.-1n 
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To A Preſervative 
aſhamed to own that we worſhip Deum faftum vel fabtitium, a 
made God; not made indeed by a Goldſmith or Engraver, 'ab 
al:quo ſculptore vel aurifabro, but they acknowledge with St. Peter 
Acts 2. 36. that God hath made Feſus who was crucifyed Lord and 
Chriſt, that 1s, ſaith he, deum eximum fecerit, hath made him 
a great and eminent God, J1b:d, | 

If this be -not enough, it-you pleaſe to confult Smalrins, 
he will give you all the ſatisfaction that you can poflibly 
defire further in this matter. For firſt, he will tell you, that 
whereas the Scriptures aſſure us that there 1s but one- only true 
God, yet that muſt be taken ſano ſenſu; not as it there were no'0- 
ther true God beſides God the Father, but that there is none that 
is God; eodem prorſus modo, juſt in the ſame manner as he is *. 
For otherwiſe the thing 1s certain and paſt all -doubt, that 
there are more true Gods then one; and let the Inſpired writers 
be never ſo poſitive, yet he and his friends can and will with 
equal confidence adyance this contrary - poſition, that the true 
God is not one only God *. Nay 1t 1s not an indifferent mat- 
ter, but a truth which they firmly believe and earneſtly con- 
tend for 3. - And therefore pronounce it -without any. hefita- 
tion, that there are more true' Gods then one. L 

And indeed they haye reaſon to contend earneſtly for | this 
opinion, tf it be tcae what he ſaith in the:ſame place, that to 
acknowledge and confeſs, and adore one only chief and ſu- 
preme God, is -purely Fudazcal ;, and a renuncation of the 
Chriſtian Religzon *%. Here he ſpeaks' as home'to' the point” as 
you can poſſibly deſire, and 1t 1s enough in all conſcience. Thus 
whereas the Scriptures tell us there 1s but one God; the Soce- 
nians ſay there are two; one God by nature, another by grace; 


_ 
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x Quod wero Deus ille. anus qui patey eff, ſolus verus dicitur, id non ideo fieri di- 
emu quod nemo alius prater Patrem deus werus fit , ſed quia nemo alius preter 
Patrem, ifto prorſus modo deus werws fit, quo ille eſt.  Smnal, Exam. Cent. Err. p. 4. 
2 Certiſſimum eſt guod non unus tantum verus Dew ſit. Thid. 3 Contendimns & fir- 
miſſime docemus ef/6 plures Deos preter unum. Eoſque veros. Refur, Smigl. de Novis 
Monſt. Nov. Ar. p. 14. 4 Tantum unum ſimmum deum agnoſcere unum tatum ua- 
turg Deum Colere, unum tantum Independentem Deum conjiteri, eſſe Tudaicum quid- 
dam, & abnegationem Chriſtiane Religionis. Ibid. p. 26. | | 
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one Supreme, another Inferior, one Greater, another Leſſer , 
' one Elder and eternal, the other a junior. and modern God: 
and this by Socemus 1s made the great myſtery of the Chriſtt- 
an Religion, greater indeed 1f true, and more incomprehenfible 
than any other, or than all the other. ſtupendous and adorable 
myſteries of our Faith put together. 

Now. as the Socamans ſay there are two Gods ; ſo if you be- 
lieve Curcelleus , he will confidently tell you there are three, 
who tho he be no Secman, yet he agrees perfedtly with them 
in almoſt all their other Errors, except that which concerns 
the doctrine of the Trinity, where he hath a peculiar notion 
of: his own, diſtinCt as he tells you both from rms and Soct- 
ms: for he makes the Son and Holy Ghoſt to have a divine 
nature .communicated to them from all eternity, but yet ſuch 
that 1s different in each of them , fo that they are thee di- 
ſtint divine beings. And tothe objeftion made by Marefius, 
that this notion muſt inevitably imply that there are three 
Gods ; he Anſwers, that if by three Gods, be meant three ſpe- 


cifically diſtingutſhed from each other, he diſowns any ſuch di- 


ſtintion between the perſons of the Trinity ; but if by three, 
by meant three perſons agreeing in the ſame common nature, 


yet numerically diſtinguiſhed in each ofthem., it is that which 


he owns and earneſtly contends for ; that the Father, Son- and 
Holy Ghoſt, are as much three Gods as Peter, Paul, and Fobn, 
agreeing in the ſame common nature are three diſtin men. 
And if you. believe ham, he will tell you the Ancients were 
not afraid of the imputation of Polythe:ſm, in this ſenſe ; and 
to think of the ſame individual nature being communicated to 
three perſons, was a notion that never entered into the heads 


of any of the Fathers, in their diſputes againſt the 4r:ans, as 


being; againſt both Reaſon and Religion. Curcell. D:ſſert. prima 
ae voribus Trint. ©c. cap. toy. & deinceps, And Limburg, who 
publiſhes and recommends him to the world, Iſuppole 1s of the 

ſame opinion. | 
The 24 Attribute which the Scriptures aſcribe to God, 1s his 
mmmenſity and omnipreſence, afluring us that his nature 1s in- 
finite , and conſequently that it cannot be confined to any 
; 2 place, 
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12 A Preſervative 
place, or circumſcribed} within any. limits. Tho he 41s peculi- 
arly and eminently reſident in Heaven , yet Solomon wall tell 
us that Heaven, and the heaven of heavens cannot contam him, 1 King. 
8. 27: and the P/almiſt puts the queſtion, Whzther fthall I go from 
thy ſpirit ? or whather ſhall I flee from thy preſence * if 1 aſcend up 
znto heaven, thou art there : if 1 make my bed mm hell, behold thou 
art there alſo. Pſ. 139. 7, $8. So St. Stephen, A. 7.48. the moſt 
Fhigh awelleth not in Temples made with hands, that 1s;, 1s not con- 
fined within thoſe limits, as many -of the Heathens thought- 
their -Gods were, for, ns ſazth the Prophet, heaven 1s my Throne, 
and the earth 15 my footſtool, Amd indeed not only the infimte 
nature of God , but the belief of his providence neceſiarily 
ſuppoſes it. Upon which account we. are ſaid 7 him to te, 
move, and have our being, A. 17. 28. foraſmuch as he zxs above 
all, and through all, andin all, Eph. 4.6. 

Now in oppoſition:to this important Truth, which 1s not 
only revealed in Scripture, but diftated. by the light of 'na- 
tare, and acknowledged that ſcore to befuch, by all ſo- 
ber Heathens , as well as by ſound Chriftians ; the Socrmans 
wil tell you, that- God is not infinite an his Eflence, or Nature, 
but that he is ſo confined to the Heavens, as not to' be ſub- 
ftanttally preſent elſewhere, or not: to fill any places out of 
thoſe limits. And therefore when urged with thoſe places of 
Scripture, which ſay that God fills Heaven and Earth, and that 
he is every where preſent, Jer. 23. 24. Pl. 139. They ariſwer, that 
they muſt be Interpreted, only with reſpect to the vertne, power, 
and operations of God:,. which extend to the remoteft places 
where he1s not effentially. preſent *. As the Sun, which 1s the 
Inſtance ſome of them giveusto 1lluftrate this matter, 1s con- 
fined to the Heavens, and indeed takes up but a {mall roome 
there in compariſon, yet may be faid to be, ab:que terrarum , 
becauſe he diffuſes his Light, Heat, and other inflaences, to - 


pr 


1 Eawverbe, ſpeaking of thoſe words Fer. 23.23. [Am I a God at hand, and not a 
Godatar off.? ] Swadere videntur, ipfius Dei ſubſtantiam non ubique pariter preſen- . 
tems efſe, & fic eam non efſe immenſam ſerve mfinitam, quamvis ubique tamen ſua vir- 
Fute & providentiafit ipſe Deus preſens. Socin, de Dei efſentia Cognitione P: 68. vid. 
Crellium, cap. 27. de De; Immenſitate & Onnipreſentia. 
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the remoteft parts of-the Earth. But of this Attribute more 
hereafter. | | 

The 3-:Attribute' aſcribed to Godin Scripture,is his ommiſcience, 
whereby heknows all things paſt, preſent, and to come, which 
knowledge of his extends 1t 1elt :not only to all things and 
perſons, but likewiſe to all their actions and theeftects of 1 them, 
and together with them yiews the ſecret{prings and principles 
of chofultions diſcernmg the defigns and contrivances of 
and all the thoughts and mtents of. the heart , There being no 
creature that 1s not manifeſt-mn_ hs feht, but all things: are naked and 

openito the'eyes of hem with whom we have to.da, Heb. 4.13. 
__- What our 'Tranflation- renders open, 1s mone Emphatically 
expreſled in the Greek , Tereaxnaouea, all things are, as it were, 
diſſected and anatomized, the very infideof all things are laid 
open to his view.: What is lodged inthe darkeſt corners' and 
deepeſt receſſes of the 'Soul , cannot be hid from his. fight, 
whole icies are in every place; like .a flame of five, beholding 
the-eyal and the good. Nay this knowledge 1s of 1o vaſt an 
extent, as to comprehend within 1ts mighty. compats, nat only 
things paſt and preſent; but likewiſe all things to'come ; tor has 
duration being commenturate-to all the parts of tine, the doth 
not meaſure things as-we-do, by firftandlaft, butall things. pre- 
ſent and to come; are open to him atone view, 'wath;whom. n 
thouſand years are but as one day,” andone day as a thouſand years, 
2 Pet. 3. 8. Nay not only: thoſe things which are properly 
future with reſpect to any neceſlary-.cauſes of their produdti- 
on, but even thoſe which are-moſt contingent, as depending 
upon the ſpontaneous motion of; mens free will ; alltuch ac&ti- 
ons, together with the moſt cafaal events , 'as well :as remote 
conſequences of them , are the obje&s of Gods knowledge, 
who doth not only diſcern our Intentions and defigns whillt 
they are fierr, in the time of their hatching-and. framing in 
the Soul, but antecedently, long before the mind comes 'to ' any 
determination, he underſtands our. thoughts afar of, Pf. 1 39. 2. 

And of this befides the plain declarations of'Scripture, the pre- 
ditions that have bin made by God of themoſt contingent and 
fortuitouseyents are 'an Argument that one would think ſhould 
c-B-3 place 
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place this trath beyond all contradiction : It being that which 
God Almighty made choice of, to vindicate the honour of his 
divine nature andperteCtions, in oppoſition to the yain claim 
that was laid to them by the dull Idols of the heathens, and 
their more ſtupid worſhippers, Eſay. 4x. 22. Let them bring forth 
and jhew us what'ſhall happen, let them ſhew the former things what 
they be, that we may conſider them, and know the latter end of them, 
and declare us things for to come. Shew the things that are to come 
hereafter that we may know that you are God, Fear 

It-1s true this knowledpe of God as .\it extends to «things to 
come, is too wonderful for us, we cannot attain to it : and there- 
fore if we think to meaſure his knowledge by our own ſhal- 
low conception of things, we engage 1n a task more abſurd and 
ridiculous, than if we ſhould attempt to take up the waters of 
the Ocean and incloſe them.in the hollow of our hand. | 

And of this abſurdity are the : Socznzans guilty. who will by 
no means be brought to acknowledge this great truth ; for rho 
when you come to diſcourſe with them. upon this ſubject, they 
will tell you, they allow God to be omniſcient, and that he knows 


al things; yet you muſt not be too haſtyin. taking an advantage 


of that conceſſion. You muſt give them leave to explain them- 
ſelves; God knows all things, That's true, but with this linuta- 
tion, quatenus ſunt ſribilta , as far as they are capable of being 
known. But future contingencies muſt be excladed out of that 
number, having no being either in-«themſelves, or in any certain 
or neceſſary cauſes of their production ; and therefore are no 
more the object of any, even divine knowledge, then darkneſs 1s 
the object of fight : your eyes may as ſoon be dazled with one, 
as' your underſtandings be affected or, receive any Impreſſion 
from the other. 

For Gods knowledge, ſay they, is agreeable to the nature of 
the things known ; which may in ſome ſenſe be: true , but 1s 
a. truth all applyed by them, when they tell us, that God knows 
things that are certazm, as ſuch that: ſhall come to pals ; things 
that are kely , he conſiders as ſuch that may probably come 
to paſs; things that are barely poſſible , as depending upon 


the arbitrary, and therefore uncertain determinations of mens 
I free 


— 
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free will, he knows as pofſzble, that is, they may or may not 
come to paſs, but whether of theſe two ſhall happen, that 1s 
ſtill a ſecret even to God himſelf; whoſe divine knowledge can- 
not arrive to the knowledge of ſuch future contingencies, of 
which, according to the known maxim , there can be no certain 
or determinate truth or falſhood. 

Perhaps you will ſay this maxm 1s true, with reſpeC to fe- 
cond cauſes, and any created knowledge, but not with reſpect 
to the knowledge of God, to whom the moſt caſual events are 
preſent, *and therefore certain ; for as much as he foreſces which 
way-men will freely determine- their own choice, either in 
aCting, or forbearing to a, in doing this, or doing the con- 
trary. | And without'this prefcience we cannot well imagine how 
God ſhould be able to govern the world, and particularly An- 
gels and Men, in whoſe actions and the eyent of them, his own 


{ c x 


glory 15 10 eminently concerned.-/ YT, 
- The S9::mzans will tell you all this 15 a great miſtake, and that 
ſach a_ notion of Gods knowledge is fo far from being neceſ- 
fary to his providence, - that it is 'derogatory to the Foalomn 
of mens will; and thereby leads to' the dſhonour of God, and 
the overthrow: of all Religion, ' which Crelus endeavours at 
large to' prove L1b.' de Natura Dez cop. 24. de Saprentia Dez. 
And after he hath taken ſome pains to ſhew that this omniſci- 
ence 1s oppoſite'to reaſon, he comes to ſhew its repugnance, as 
he thinks, -to the plain declarations of Scripture, Lay what he 
and his. Maſter fay upon this head, and npon' that which fol- 
tows, it will-be worth our while a little to enlarge npon, foraſ- 
much as it will help to give-us a true Idaza of Socenanſm, which 
rends plamly to the diſhonour of God, and in- the concluſion 
to the overthrow of all natural as well as revealed Religion. 
Now the 'places' of Scripture which he quotes to this pur- 
pole, are-thoſe which ſpeak of Gods waiting for . the amend- 
ment. and repentance of ſinners, as he doth: 1n that remarkable 
manner, Efay 5. 4. What- could F have done' more for my vineyard, 
that I have not already done to it; and yet when I expefted it 
ſhould bring forth grapes, it brought forth wild grapes? and v. 7. 
When he looked for judgment, behold oppreſſun ; *o _ 
Loy _ old 
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I6 <4 Prefervative | 
hold a.cry *: How ſaith he could: it be {aid either with pro- 
priety or truth, that 1f God had: foreſeen their ob/t:nacy, he. could. 
have waited and hoped for, their amendment. ,, He tarther re- 
fers us to,twa other places, to:Ger.r8.21;. Concerning Sedom, and. 
to;that concerning Abram Gen 22.,2., this is. certain 1aith bac; 5, 
That God here by a new and an extraordinary experiment, made. 
a diſcoyery of the. faith and, piety of Abraham, which he. was 
not certam of before he made. this-tryal- of it, :.. And, of ; the 
execrable Impictizg'of the Sodonyzes,, which he would, {carce be- 
heve they could. be, guilty. of,'till, he.,came;down from Hea-, 
ven on purpole,, and made ;as/it were his awa-eyes the witnellcs 
of the truth: and certamty. of thoſe; matters..;.. . - Sy | 

For a further confirmation of his opinion, he cites thoſe pla- 
ces of Scripture. where God, .s- ſaid-to, tempt.; Abraham, that. 15 
to make a tryal gf his obedience, Gem, 22,.5.1;ang1o, theſe other 
Deut. $8. 2. Judges 2. 21, where; God-.1s,1aid, to: have; lead, the. 
Children of 1ſrael, in the wilderneſs forty; years, to;prave them, 
and to know what was in their hearts, and whether they would 
keep his commandments. or.,ng :  ang-.to. haye- left of; the Ca+ 
naanites in the, land, declaring his relglution not. MAE them 
ut thence, that ha night prove {ſrach whether they, would keep- 


4 - 4 a 


the wates of. the Lord, as their; Fathers, jd on no... From all 


which be concludes that. he,.muſt be, ger/engeaffemms, ,extreamly 
obſtinate. that ſhould oppoſe his. opinian,. which at you believe 
him 3,'is ſupported not only by,.the evidence, and, ſtrength of 
reaſon, but by! the Authority. of Holy, Scripture fe: .; 4-16 7c 
© What: Grellus, hexe faith, againſt; Gods, preſcignce,ihe learned 
from his"Maſter. Soca, Pralect., Theol, Cap. 8. þ. 5.85.1 Where: the 
Maſter goes farther:.then the Scholar. in aggravating!the'.1incon- 
veniences that mult attend. the motion of. preſcience ; for from 
hence faith ,he it mult follow, that;many thangs are aſcribed/to 
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- F Ono nm patioiportſlhiifpiam'dici id expttFare! quod mon eventurium planifſi- 
me _intelligit, imo jaws reipfes videt;Tbid:'\ 2 Dum novar. quoddam' in figne expe 
rimenpuge,. Hic, quidem impict atis Sodomice videre voluiſſe,. bic vero pietatis Abra- 
hamice v1diſſe, quod ant equans Þeret, plane certum & exploratum you erat: ,3 Non 
modo Evidentif/mma >" pane copente ratione' witithr, Jed & [eerarum, titerarmm aw. 
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God in Scripture either fal/ly, or elſe muſt ſuppoſe him guilty 
of ſuch 2mprudence *, which we:cannot imagine any man could 
be lyable to, except he were ſtark mad. And thenquotes the 
places before cited by Crelhus, and to them adds Numb. 14.12.&c. 
where. God {ware that the 1ſraektes ſhould not enter into the 
Land of Canaan, which yet he {ware to their forefathers he would 
give them, and he did once really intend to. put them in poſleſ- 
fion of it, but ther murmurings ard rebellions cauſed him to 
alter his reſolution. | 

Now if God had foreſeen the diſobedience and impieties of 
the Children of /frae/ which moved him to change his purpoſe 
concerning them, in promiſing to bring them into. the Land of 
Canaan, and confirming that promiſe with an oath ; he muſt have 
acted, ſaith this Bold man, ſo, as we cannot ſuppoſe any man to 
have acted, that was not quite out of his wits *, But now a- 
gainſt all this, the foretelling of future events, even ſuch as 
are moſt contingent , as depending upon the entire freedom of 
mens wills; and the numerous as well as plain predi&tions of 
theſe matters which ſtand upon record in the book of God, 
one would think ſhould be an a«nanſwerable objeftion. And 
it ſeems it was ſo with Ep:ſcopms , who though, he agrees too 
well with Socznus in many of his other looſe and dangerous no- 
tions concerning the nature and attributes of God , yet here 
he leaves him, and declares himſelf of a contrary Opinion , 


being chiefly induced thereunto from this Argument of pre- 


dictions. 

But yet to mollify the matter ; and to give as little offence 
as might be, to a party whoſe favour he courted, he tells 
them and us 3, that it was but a ſmall matter about which they 
differ d, which ſhould break no ſquares between friends ; for 
tho he affirmed, and they denyed, yet the + matter of the dif- 
pute was. purely problematical, which had divided the opini- 


I Que ne in hominem cadere poteſ#, niſe plane dementem. Ibid. 2 Quis ex 
hominibus ita amens  eft, ut juret ſe aliquid fafturum, quod ſe fatturum minime. eſſe 
jam probe noverit, Ibid. 3 Lib. 4. loſt. Th. cap. 18. 4 Inter Erudiſſimos 
Theoldgos Lis adhuc ſub judiceeſt. Ibid. 
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ons of the moſt learned Divines, but never to that day had 
receiyed any determination ; * 'That there was not one Chriſti- 
an in a thouſand had any knowledge of it ; in ſhort, * that it was 
ſo trifling and inconſfiderable a matter , that neither Religion | 
nor the worſhip of God was at all concernd in it. But what \Y 
Epiſcopius could not do, Socinus hath done, or at leaſt hath at- F 
tempted the doing of it; viz. the reconciling the truth of Gods 
| preaithions with the denyal of his preſcience, and 1t 1s worth our F 
while to hear what he ſaith upon this occaſion. f 
I. Then, ſometimes Gods predictions are no more then his ; 
|: warnings, Potius monet quam pradtut, SOcin. prel. Th. cap. ro. 
cf God dealing with men, as men ſometimes deal with chzlaren, 
dit telling them that they will do ſuch and ſuch ill a&tions, to 
deterr and ſhame them from ſo doing, Solemus nos cum puerum ab. 
eliquo errore committendo deterrere volumus, &c, Ibid. 
2. God foretells ſome actions, and particularly ſome wicked 
aftions, not asif he knew they would certainly be committed 
FT by evil men, Quzja ea certiſſume futura naſſet, ſed quia fic plane 
i. verifamile erat, Ibid. but becaule it was very likely they ſhould be 
If fo: that is, what we call a prear#on, and what the Scriptures with-/ 
out any limitation deliver as ſuch, Socinus accounts but a con 
fs efture, that is a probable gueſs, of what may likely come to paſs 
'k BY But what may come to paſs, may likewiſe not come to pats; 
| and ſo for all their confidence, the inſpired writers, and what , / 
we cannot think of without horror , the Holy Spirit that di-- 
re&ed them might be miſtaken. But foraſmuch as theſe two 
former Anſwers may ſerve for ſome” predictions, but cannot 
give areaſonable Enquirer juſt ſatisfaction as to others, which 
are ſo plain that the force of them cannot be thus eluded : | 
Therefore once for all to put an end to this objection, 
and you may well imagine he was hard preſſed, before he would . 
8. betake himſelf to this /aſt, and in him a deſperate ſhift; he 
' is forced- to take ſanctuary at thoſe yyery decrees of God, 
{Þ which at other times he oppoſes with all his might : like a 
"#9 Aalefattor when cloſe purſued, and finding no other way of 


I Vixcredo milleſmum Chritianum dari qui ſtientiam hujus rei habeat. 2 ff 


que hujus ſcientia, religio cultuſque divini numinis apud innumeros hominum Myri 
farts tedfucconſtat. Idem ibid. eſcape 
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eſcape, he flies for proteftion to thoſe very Altars, which at other 
times he hath ſo often profaned by his crimes. | 

| For faith Scene, the things. which God foreſees, are either 
good or evil; if good, he may abſolutely decree what 1s ſo *, and 
make that neceſſary which otherwiſe would be but indifferent : 
nay he may impoſe a neceflity upon the Wills of men, an:l make 
them to do and chooſe what is good *. Now this is downright 
Catoinifm, and it you had a mind to believe it to be true, yet the 
Socmans themielves, and the Remonſtrants their friends, will 
furniſh you with ſuch ObjeCtions againſt the belief of it, that 
to them at leaft they muſt be unanſwerable. For it 1s a 4nown 
and an avowed Principle among them both, Firſt that where there 
is neceſflity, there is no religion ;- and conſequently neither 
good nor ey1il 5. | If our actions proceed not from freedom , 
they loſe their nature, and may be any thing elſe, but cannot 
be virtue and vice, foraſmuch as neceſſity takes way the dzſtin- 
#:0n of ations good and bad +; 

2. That Freedom and Neceflity are ſo oppoſite one to an- 
other, that Omnipotence it ſelf cannot reconcile them, foraſ- 
muchas they are plain contradictions, and terms that deſtroy 
each other 5. That neceſlity robs you not only of your free- 
dom but of your will it ſelf, to which freedom is ſo neceflary, 
that without 1t it 1s no will, 'it being an eſſential property of 
it, proprmm quarto modo ; and to ſay: that the Will can fſubfiſt 
without its property , that is its eſſential hberty , is abſurditate 
zþſa abſurdius 5 Now let us put both/thefe things together : 
there 15 no. Religion, conſequently neither Good nor Evil, Vir- 
tae-nor.Vice, where there 1s neceſlity ; and yet nhl prohuber, 


At 


1 Si teſtimonium loquitur de bois operibus certo previſis, fine dubio Deus ipſe de- 
crevit. Socit.Prel.Th.cap.10.p.549. 2 Crell.cap.24. de fap. Dei. 3 Hoc eft peſſun- 
dare religiontm , que nulla proprie eſt ubi eſt neceſſitas. Sraalc. contra Smigl. cap. 2. 
4. Crell. cap. 24. de fapientia Dei p. 204. UG: talis neceſſitas eſt , nec ullum verum pec- 
catum eft, nec meritum pena. Ubicunque neceſſitas dominatur 159i religioni non ef 
focus. Examen. cenſure cap. 7.p.82. So fay the Remonſtrants. 5 Quod ——_ eff, 
hominis libertatem a fe penitus excludit. Socin. Pral. Th. cap. 8. Arbitrium liberta- 
tem in fe continet quam [i demas, arbitrium oj deſruet. Grell de volunt. Dei cap. 
2I. P. 139. . Quineceſſario vult & agit, is libero arbitriopraditus noneſt, 1d. cap.24. 
de ſap. Dei. p.206, 6 Exam. Cenſurz Conf. Remont. cap. 6, p. 76. : 
offs | C 2 ſaith 
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ſaith Gel, nothing, conſequently neither religion, nor the na- 
ture of good and eyil hinders, but that God may abſolutely 
decree my good tobedone *, and decree*them ſo as to be- 
come neceflary by virtue of that decree. | 
Again, the Will cannot be neceſſztated in any of its aCtions, for- 
aſmuch as this would deſtroy its freedom, which is a fundamen- 
tal radical property of it, and-cannot be ſeparated from it with- 
out deſtroying the Will it ſelf: And yet God can zmpoſe a neceſ- 
fity upon the wills of men of chooſing this thing or another * : | 
and Socinus will tell you, that God uſually leaves the wzlls of 
men to their freedom, except 1t be when his judgements require 
him to lay them under a neceflity 3, Now how ſhall we re- 
concile theſe ſayings, which to us poor Chriſtians ſeem to be 
plain contradictions, and therefore impoſſible to be true. But 
Socmus 18s not only a great admirer of reaſon, but a great maſter 
of 1t too; and - + yah by the help of a diſtinAtion ,-he doubts 
not but to bring himſelf fairly off ; for 1n the forementioned 
place, having in order to give an account ofſome of the predi&i- 
ons of Scripture, bin forced to bring in the Decrees of God into 
his aſſiſtance, which.could not, one would think, but entrenchupon 
the freedom of mans will, by making all actions lubject to theſe 
Decrees neceflary ; he gravely tells us, and we are behold- 
ing to him for the diſcovery; That notwithſtanding his De- 
crees, God hath left man entirely to his hberty; for beſides 
the direftion andgovernment of his externa! aitzons which indeed 
' God hathreſerved to himſelf, he hath left every. thing elſe in 
the power of mans will + That 1s, when you ſay; a man 1s a 
free Agent, you muſt diſtinguuth between the mmward and out- 
ward AQ, between chooſmg and domme ; in the former ſenſe a 
man 1s entirely at liberty, for what can be freer than thought, 
who can lay a reſtraint upon mans: will, or ſhackle his defires ? 


—_— 
—_— 


1 Nihil prohibet quin Deus ſimpliciter bona fieri decernat , Crell. de ſap. Dei p. 210. 
2 Poteſt neceſſitatem homini imponeve hoc vel illad volendi. Ibid. 3 Deus voluntatem 
liberam ſit, #iſiquando ut ei neceſſitatem afferat, ejus judicia requirant, Socin. 
Prelect. Th. cap. 7. p.544. Poluutas hominis ad extremum uſque eſt plane libera, 
adeo ut preter ipſum fatfum extgruum, onmnia in ejus ſint poteſtate. ſid. 


[ The. 


”_ 


* [LF roy Io I TT _—_ _ p_ 


eAgamſt Socinianiſm. | 2T 
The.decrees of God, can put no force upon theſe, and here 
Sapiens dominabitur aſtris ; they only govern mens outward ations, 
which may indeed become thereby neceſſary, but that's no great 
matter ; animus cuſuſque ef quiſque.,, the mind 1s the nobler part , 
let a man'but aſſert the honor and dignity of that ; and he need 
not be much concerned what becomes of his outward actions. 
But againſt this it may- be objefted, that a great part of Re- 
Lgion confiſts inthe pra&tice of many External aCtions of Prety 
towards God, Fuſtice and Charity towards men ; and if theſe are . 
not free, they are no longer Acts of Religion, any thing elſe 
but not Virtue and Vice as was ſaid before. To this he will 
tell you, that God meaſures, mens Obedience or Diſobedience 
reſpe&iyely, not by the External Fatt, but by the Internal Attions 
and conſent of the Will *. 

Which tho in ſome ſenſe, and with a juſt limitation it may 
be true; yet as 1t is here brought in by him, to ſerve his pre- 
ſent purpoſe, is a very looſe and a dangerous determination ; in 
ſhort this whole matter, as 1t is ſtated by Socrnus, 1s lyable to 
very many and thoſe unan{werable exceptions, | 

For 1/t. whereas he ſaith the will even to the laſt is en- 
tirely at liberty', tho the external actions are ſubject to the 
| decrees of God, and thereby become neceſlary ; this is a plain 
contradittion to what both he and Crelhus before told us, that 
God might neceſſitatem afferre voluntati & neceſſitatem zmponere 
hominibus hoc vel illud volendt : force even the will, as well as make 
the outward a&tionsneceſlary,. 

_ 2ly, He aſſerts' a' freedom in men to 0:z#tle or no purpoſe; for 
one would think if God gave man a. principle of freedom , 
he did it chiefly for the government of his attions; and if theſe 
are not. in his power he had- even as good be without his 
liberty; and that his will and his a&tions ſhould run the ſame 
fate, and be both equally ſubject to it. For my part I ſhould 
think Thad as 'good be ſhackled and manacled, as to have a 


1 Deus Obedientiam & Tnobedientiam homiuum , ex ip/a perfetta & conſummate 


voluntete, non autem ex ipſo Externofatto metitur. Ibid. 


full 


W2 cy Mt % wo_ 
ORG 


0 gry pms Oe 
——- * 


ns 
a + 


CE ATE F 


a7” f Pa 


© - - 
2 Dae ES... ea Se ems >< phy 
- -——— —— , v % > _—_— SW > _ 


UH: if) 


Fi 


22. 4 Preſervative 
full power of moving, and yet not be able to ſtir either hand or 
foot. - | 
. 3ly, If Socanus ſhould be asked, how it can be imagined that 
the. actions can be neceflary, when the principle. trom whence 
they proceed .is abſolutely tree, for it 18 of humane and -yo- 
lantary - aCtions. that Socanus ..in that place 1s ſpeaking, 1 be- 
lieve it would puzzle him to give a ſatisfactory anfwer. - 
...4thly, Tho Soctnus takes care of the freedom of mans will, 
which he in this place 1s concerned to vindicate, yet as'far; as 
Lcan perceive he hath little care of Relgzon; for it, where there 
is neceffity there can be no Religion, as the Soc, and Remonſtrants 


aid before, and that a'great part of Religion confifts in-exter- 


nal as well as mternal ations; 1 cannot ſee but that thereby 
Religion 1s left in great danger, if not entirely overthrown 
and that Y/ertue and Morality, are for any afliftance that Sorgnus 
in this place affords them, fairly left to ſhift for themſelves, - * 
Well,. but however. tho . Sec:mus by making good actions fub- 
ject - to Gods decrees, and thereby neceflary, may be guilty 
of contradifting himſelf 3 yet there is no great harm an all 
that, | his opinion may. be abſurd, 'but he doth not defign 
to encourage impiety thereby ; for tho .he make God the cauſe 
of good actions yet he doth: not-as his adverſaries do, make 
him the Author of Sem. - In reference to what is- Evil, here man 
is left entirely to his own freedom, the guilt off which can- 
not. be transferred upon the decrees of God, which are not. 
in any wiſe concerned in them; but the ſhame and. blame of 
all muſt ' be laid: at mans own door, and-;jmputed only; to his 
own freedom, But ſoft and fair: there is no: general rule but 
may have ſome exceptions ; for-there. are plain 'predi&tions in 
Scripture, not only of ſome g90d, but of many evil and: wicked 
actions, ſuch for 'inſtance, as were the 'Treachery of Judas, and 
the denyal of Peter, &c.. = h 
Now theſe according to the Sorzmnans, God could not fore- 
ſee except they were neceſſary, and they could not well be 
neceflary ” without his decree, and therefore”to' reconcile the 
prediftion and the event, God firſt reſolves to have an ill 


thing done, and then wiſely foretels the doing of it. © Read 


what 
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what follows and then you will be further ſatisfyed in this 
matter, and that Socimus and his followers are not wronged 
in having thus laid to their charge, | | 

For firft, ſaith Crelhus, if God finds men fit and: diſpoſed 
for any miſchief, Eorum malitia ut: pore ad conſilia ſua exequenda *, 
he may make uſe of their wickedneſs to compaſs his own 
aeſens. Nay not only ſo, he may likewiſe decree ſomething 
to be done by them, Quad ſine peccato ab iis fieri nequit, Ibid, which 
cannot be done without fin, What Gels ſaith 1n general, 
Socanus gives us an example of in the Egyptians , whoſe fin 
in opprefling the Children of Iſrael, God long before fore- 
ſaw and foretold, Gen, 15. as having decreed it to be done. 
But to excuſe this matter he ſaith, God did not put that wicked 
diſpoſition into the minds of the Egyptians, but found it there, 
Malam eam mentem in 1þſts invenerat, qua ad judiuum ſuum exequen- 
dum, quodammodo abuſus eft. Prelet. Th. cap. 10. p. 547. and 
what he found there, he made uſe of for the execution of his 
judgements. 

This is ſomething, but it is not full enough, this 1s but beatin 
about - the baſh,” therefore-he will keep you no longer in fol 
pence. Not only an ation that could not be done without fin, 
but the fin it ſelf may be decreed and effected by God, 
S: quid ab homintbus contra Dez legem commttitur 1d non quidem 
decernente ac autore Deo fiers aſſeveramus , mi raro ac quibu}- 
dam de cauſis, Socin. Prel. Th. p. 544. that is, if God be the 
Author of fin it 1s bat rarely, and that for very weighty 
reaſons. Here again Sims to our great amazement ,, 1s a 
downright predeſtinarian, and if we may judge of the opinions 
of Calum even by the repreſentation of his adverſaries , he 1s 
Calvinoiþſo Calurmior. What Socanus here affirms, that God ſome- 
times is the Author of mens fins, 1s confirmed by Smalczus,, 
but with this difference, that whereas by Socznus God is made 
the immediate Author of fin, Smalczus will bring in the Devil 
to bear part of the blame , deum quandogue per adtabolum homt- 
nes compellere ad ſcelera perpetranda *, God indeed, ſaith he, com- 
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I Crell. cap. 24 De Sapicntia Dei p, 210. 2Smal. Contra Frantz. p. 416. " 
pells 
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pells men to do evil, but he makes uſe of the miniſtry of the 
Devil, who is the inſtrument in the Compulſion. 
What they ſay thus in general, they do further illuſtrate, 
if you think what hath bin ſaid may not'be fo clear , but that 
it may waht a Comment, by. particular inſtances, and ſpecial- 
ly that of Peter's denyal of his Maſter, which was a contingent 
Event, one would think, as depending upon the freedom of 
his will, and yet this was foretold-by Chriſt, But how could 
this be? why Socimus will tell you this denyal of Peter , was | 
not a matter ſo contingent as you- may imagine ;: for. God 
for the puniſhment of his confidence, decreed to -withdraw his 
Grace from him, upon which ſubſtration of 'his Grace , that 


denyal could not but follow *. :Nay he goes farther ; not only 


withdrawing his Grace from Peter in the Hour of Temptation , 
but taking gfefual courſe that he ſhould be tempted. For, ſaith 


he, Peter being diſpoſed to commut.this fig, and wanting only 


an Opportunity of putting it into. practice , to make good the 
trath of his prediction , God took care to offer him «that ops * 


| caſion. And this he thinks may ſafely be ſaid, without ny ab- | 


ſurdity.*. Here he ſpeaks home and full to the point. | 

Indeed at another time he himſelf can ſcarce atgeſt, what he 
here would have his Readers ſwallow without ſtraining ; tor, ſaith 
he, to ſay that God foreſtes evil, becauſe he decrees 1t , cannot be 


affirmed without" impiety *, How ſhall we reconcile this with all 


we before quoted out of him?” I confeſs I was in. ſome pain 
for him, to know how he would come off, but he ſoon re- 
Lieved me: by the help of a.diſtin&tion he can perform wonders, 
among which one of the greateſt 1s to reconcele contradiftions. 
For faith he,, &7 certa mals operas. predtttio erit., tþſum quidem 
opus &. deo decretum fuerit $4n0n autem cords malitta, © p. 549. 


1 Negatio ifa neceſſario conſecutura erat, SOCin. ibid. p. 548. 2 Noz alia re opus 
erat, nif ut occaſio Chriſtum; 'negandj Petro daretur , id quod deum. ipſum curaſ* 
fe, i. e. Effeciſſe, nihil abſurd; continet. Vid. Smal. Contra F rantZ. P. 4.31. Ubi af- 
ſerit voluntatem Petri quodammodo eſſe coactum & ad breve temporis ſpacium liber- 
rate ſua privatam, idque Deum interdum & facere poſſe & ſolere. 2 Peccata ita 
& deonota fuiſſe affirmare, quia futura omnino ita decreviſſet, impium prorſus videri 


debet. Ibid. p. 547. | 
I | That 
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That 1s, you muſt diſtinguiſh between the and the 0bl:quity. 
of it, and-then you may reconcile the honour gf Gods juſtice 
andthe ruth of his prediftions: a yery nice and Methaphyfical di- 
Rtindion,and which Tſhoald almoſt haye deſpaired to havefound 
anywhere,” but in the writings of a 5:hootman or a Calomiſt.” 
Upon the whole, ''I think}, we' have reafon to adinire the 
ment of 'God,' upon theſe men ;- in giving them up, as a juſt 
purſhment'of their contempt of his Revelations, to the conduth 
of 'their own carnal' and corrupt Reaſon , which when 1t 15 not 
Miſted 'by- a Diyte *Reyelation, is but' a blind guide in mat- - 
ters of Religion; atid therefore It is no wonder if we find them 
roving ane wandting*in a" labyrinth and maze'of Errors, like 
men bewildred,' en un eo wg and forward, faying and un- 
 faying, 'and at length 'growing giddy, and falling back into 
thoſe vry Oengs which they have- made ſo mach haſt to 
fly from, and upon the account! of which, they and the Re- 
monftrants have: raiſed' ſo many, and-ich'*ragiral exclama- 
trons againſt their adverſaries, 7 0 0 | 
© #ly. The next Attribute that the Scriptures aſcribe to God, 
is his Immutability,, whereby he is uncapable of Alteration, and 
therefore not Fable to change 4 Sam. i 5; 29. The ftrength of Iſrael 
will not te nor. repent :* for he his not a qyan that he fhould repent. 
This would 'argue 'God to: be like 'our ſelyes, of like weak- 


c x * 


neſs,” and like paffions with men. '- 


For whatever Mterations may happen 1n the world, yet he 
remains unalterable, with whom 1s no variableneſs ; neither ſhadow 
of” turning.” James 1.17, Indeed men upon many accounts, and 
for many very warrantable reaſons, may be- obliged to' ſhift 
and change their 'Connlſels' and Reſolutions-: who for want 
of w:ſdom antl foreſight in laying their projets, or for want 
f ftrength to execute them, and by a great many other wnex- 
. pefted accidents,] which the greateſt prudence could not foreſee, 
nor conſequently avoid; oftentimes meet- with 'many and fatal 
LOANS... —c ob oonnpmake = ed ee | 
.. But, when Jrnfmie Wiſdom is joyned with Infinite Power, 
nothing can hinder ſuch an Azent from bringing his purpoſes 
to the defired Event. My counſel, ſaith the Lord, that ſhall 
SR | D : ſtand 


ſtand, Prov. rg. 21. however men mayalter ,; and the. dealtngs 


ſtand, and I will do. all my Phaies Elec 46. 30+ Who; can 


withſtand the power 'of God ? who can baffle his Contriyan- 
ces, or reſiſt his will > For, the Counſels and Decrees. of -God 
are as. /mmutable as his Nature; for be.;they. Abſolute,. or. be 
they  Conditional,..as, lopg. as he, forelces; the performance.of 
the Condition, it makes, no, difference in this.1caſe,;\ many de- 
vices may. be,1n mans heart, but #h#\ cownſel. of. the Lard that Jhalt 


and drſpenſations of Gods providence in everal.,aQts of ,mercy and 
juſtice upon that ſcore, may be different towards, them. ;yet 
this 1s without alteration or change, in-his'pygpolcs towards-them, 
who remains ſtill the ſame, yeſterday,iand. to day;,and, for,euer.,;., 
The Socmmans utter many , bold; and {dangerous! expreſſions in 
oppoſition to 'this/ plain truth, which is'the unavoydable con- 
ſequence of their  denyal of Gods Omniſcience..*, Foraſmuch as 
there are many events. which depend. upon ,the actions.gf -men, 
which arifing from the; freedom of, their; ; Will, are therefore 
purely contingent, and conſequently. out; of the;reach..of Go: 
knowledge ; this muſt according to them! wnavo:dably cauſe. God 
to alter his counſels, to, take new meaſures, to' change his affe- 
Ctions towards men, and alter his purpoſes, concerning, them; that 
is, he who. is a Reprebate.to. day, may, be; an Ele perlon to,mor- 
row, and he who at preſent. is clect, may afterwards, be repro- 
bated, and thoſe may finally pertſh,' quos. Deus ſalutt, deſtinavit, 
whom God once -defened. for eternal happineſs. Socmn. de Off. 
hominis Chriſtuanz, cap. 1z.. Now this. one, would think ſhould 
be an Argument of conſtancy, and. conſequently. not fit. to. be 
aſcribed to Gad.. -/ eootes OLA T9 io 101 
Crelkus will, tell- you, "there 1s no. ſach, matter ; this 1s only 
an imſtaace.,of bs. freedom;.; it ſhews you only: that there 1s a 
varzety- in the; acts of Gods will, but no mnconſtancy. For a man. 
is. then {aid tojbe conſtant to his purpoſe, who perſiſts an it tall 
ſome good reaſon. obliges him to. altes it ',;. and...therefore 
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"34 Conſtants: eff perſifers it anins propoſito, nit quid mtervenerit, cuſus ra7ig 10 
immerito haberi poſfit, & quod it aliam ſententian volunt ate ' jure fleffere queat: 
Crell. cap. 25. de San. Dei, .p.:265. fs nb Doereat 2cfs 
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what you'would call» wavering, he will fay is the reſult ofwiſ- 

dome ',/:Gadi\accommodating his decrees to the nature of things, 

andthe ations of men ; ſo. that in ſhort, God 4s ſubjett to: change , 

but not without good reaſon; he may alter. his purpoſes as 

wife men uſually do, according to the different circumſtances of 
things, and-as the'exigence'of his affairs ſhall require. 

But with'the leaye of this bold man, another would be apt 
to think, thattho 'imen may without the :1mputation of tevity 
alter their'counſels;/:yet this ariſes fron! the amperfettron of their 
natures, and particularly of their knowledge of future events, which 
tho! it ' be no fault ,'yet it muſt be acknowledged a weakneſs , 
tho ſuch an one asthey are no more accountable for, than they 
are, becauſe they .cannov reſtore fight»to. a man born blind , 
or raiſe the dead. /' BuGjt-:cannot *be -aſcribed to God with- 
out a derogation to his:infinite! knowledge, and wnerrmg judge- 
ment, and is\'thereforezannargument / of . weakneſs, notwith- 
m_—_— all that Crelhus urges very weakly to the contrary , 
F / ; of + VS V\ NY LGU 12118 | 
- Therefore, that we /mnway retire where we firſt began, to the 
Decrees of 'God concerning the #futare,: and. final ſtate of men ; 
this 1s certaih, That they with :#Elationmito their ſeveral and re- 
ſpeaive objects; are fixed 'andnriimowenble ;" for be they. ante- 
cedent or ſubſequent to' his: foreſight of: mens faith or mnfidehty, 
it matters-not” in-this caſe : 'the Scriptures however affure us, 
and-right yeaſon- wonld confirmthe fame, that they - are 7m- 
niutable, more ſtable: thew the Foundations of the Earth; or the 
Poles” of ' the World; which may' and ſhall'be ſhaken, and = 
ger out of ' their places ike drunken men, but the Counſel of the 
Lord that ſhall ſtand. | 

For let holyneſs and perſeverance be: the cauſe or the ef- 
fe&t of Gods eleCtion, yet all ſober: perſons agree in this, that 
whoever hives an holy life, and perfeveresin it, 45 andoubtedly 
choſen by. God to eternal life ; and whoſoever -lives and dies 
in his fms and impemtence, is certainly deſigned and ſhall be 


3 | [4 


I Que 7 ebus mutatis ita confilia mutgt , ut ea illarum rationi.attemperet, Cap. 
'JZ, de*'Decretis-De;. DP. 250 : IH + k * 
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doomed-to everlaſting puniſhment : here the foundstion of the 
Lord ſtandeth ſure , the Lord knoweth them that are bis, and them 
that are not fo. But. Soc:nus, who: denies the certainty of Gods 


_knowledge of many future events, vi, thoſe which are; :con- 


tingent, ſuch as are the aCtions of men, as. depending: upon 
the uncertain becauſe free motions of ther will; muſt 10 pur- 
fuance of this principle, deny the certainty of Gods Ele&ion ; 
becauſe he cannot: foreſee who will -obey:; this commands.' and 
continue to do fo, againft all the:temptations which: they will 
meet with in the world to the contrary :' and conſequently. he 
muſt ſay, what another would account Impiety to think, that 
God Almighty for want of knowing the determmation of mens 
choice, muft hkewiſe be: z2worant'of: the final event. of their 
aCtions :” and: therefore he who: at- preſent 1s the. obje& of 
his. Love, and-defigned! by: thins for the:joyes of: Heaven, may 
in the concluſion for ought he: knows,” merit his difpleaſure , 
and be tumbleddown to. -helL - | 

Now that men may make ſuch uncertain conjeftures concertt- 


ng their final ftate,. andthereapon meet with; a faigl ond ter- 
rible deſappointment , may. be:ip certain; tho a ſad truth, and 


therefore no great: wonder: |Bat/tothink that it; ſhould thus 
pr to: the Mlwiſe Greater: of >men , is to have togd-mean'and 
honourable. conceptions of: him- ;- and ſuch. the Secimmeans 


| have, doubting not- to aver, that: God finds: reaſon. to alter 


not only his difpenfations;|towards..men according : to; their 
behaviqur,: but hits. own. intentions of kmdneſs and. am 
chooſing what at firſt he *refuſed;, : and refuling - afterwards 
what once” he thought worthy of his Approbation andchoice, 


Socrn. prel. Th. cap. 7. 


A fifth attribute in God , and. which indeed. cannot be: ſe- 
parated from him , without oyerthrowing. all Religion, 1s his 
Juſtice: and that not only-as 'it ſignifies hrs. holzneſs and righ- 
zeouſneſs, but as it betokens his anger, indignation , bis ſeverity 
and a:ſpleaſure- againſt Sin and Smners, And thus the Scripture 


| Tpeaks very often of, P/al. 5. the Pſalmiſt deſcribes God as one 


not only that hath no Fr ws in wickedneſs, ver. 4. which ariſes 
from the holineſs and righteouſneſs of his nature, _ ff one 
| ikewiſe 


likewiſe that hates. all the workers of iniquity, ver. 5. andparticu- 
larly, who abhors the deceitful, and will deſtroy the Lying 
man. The wicked and. him that loveth violence his Soul abhors, Pal. 
Ii. 5. Hence he fliles hwnlfelf a jealous God, jealous of his 
authority and honour, and will revenge the contempt of it : 
he is flow to anger , but yet will not acquit the wicked, for- 
aſmuch as. he is jealous, and furious , who. will take vengeance 
on: his adverſaries, and reſerves wrath for his enemies, Nahum. 2, 3., 
and when -God proclaims: his name ,- the name by - which he 
defires to be known , it is the God merciful and gracious, &c. 
but' yet one that wall: by no means clear the guilty , Exod. 34. 6. 
Numb. 14. 18. he 55 Deus ultionum, the God to whom vengeance 
belongeth, Pl. 94. 1. the God of recompences, er. 51. 56. and in;ſhort, 
a conſumme fire, Heb. 12. 29. | 

All which expreflions ſeem plainly to. denote, that Juftice 
im God is a neceflary and an eſſential attribute ,, and. which 
you can no more ſeparate from him than you can. his nature : 
E mean that Juſtice which betokens his ſeverity and mdignation 
againſt finners, and moves and enclines him to puniſh. them, 
tho the puniſhment. it ſelf may in ſome ſenſe. be ſaid toi be 
arbitrary , and ſubjedt to. the freedom of Gods- will ; as. are 
alſo the Emanations of his goodneſs, and the effe6ts of his power : 
but. yet all this doth not hinder but that power and. goodneſs 
may be efſential Attributes of God, and are acknowledged-ſo- to 
be. by. the Soc:nans themielves : and the like we affirm of 
Feſtice, to the terrible effefts. of which, the fins of: men-ren- 
deri'them: neceflarily obngxious : all guilt which 1s the inevi- 
table conſequence of fin being in its own nature an obligation 
to puniſhment. | 

But Socimus will furniſh you with new notions concerning 
God in this matter, and quite different from what either Jews 
or Chriſtians have conceived of him. For he will tell you, 
that Juftice and Mercy mm God, not only as to their external 
effets as they are diſcovered in rewards and puniſhments, but 
bkewiſe in themſelves, are not attributes eſſentially belonging 
to God, bat are things purely arbitrary and indifferent: and 
particularly that juſtice, as it beſpeaks an hatred of fin and in- 
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30 A Preſervatroe 
dignation againſt the workers of iniquity , 1s not a permanent 
property , or, as he loves to ſpeak, a quality refiding in God, 
which belongs to him per ſe, but ex accidente , that 1s, 1t 1s'2 
matter purely contingent, and the effe& only of his free and mu- 
zable will *, | | 

Now this as 1t is laid down by the Socmmans I take to be 
notionly a falſe but a dangerous poſition ; foraſmuch as it: 
furniſhes 'us with ſuch a notion of God as is a:ſhonorable to him, 
and will naturally tead us to a contempt of him.--But before 
I' come to prove this, ( foraſmach as I take 1t to be a matter 
of great importance in it ſelf, and eſpecially isſo in our dif-' 
pates with the Soctmans, who have introduced: this notion of 
God' without. Juſtice, in order to deſtroy' the #rue 'reaſon of 


Chriſts death and ſufferings, which was to give [ſatrsfattzon to 


the Fuſtice of God' for the fins of mankind, I muſt crave leave 
to lay down. certain poſitions, which tho I might take for 
granted, and call poſtulata , as being commonly known and re- 
ceived Truths: yet- I ſhall as I go along endeayour to: prove 
them ſo. , an agar ces | 524 | 
-- The firſt thing therefore which I ſhall lay down , is, that'if 
there be' a Providence, it muſt be chiefly and principally. em- 
ployed in the 'care and government of human affairs: for there 
can be no imaginable reaſon affigned, nay-it would be -con- 
trary to all reaſon to ſuppoſe, that God: ſhould take care/ of 
Beaſts and Inanimate Creatures, and negle&t one of the | nobleſt 
parts of the Creation, ' I mean man, for whoſe ſake chiefly ,; 
next to his own Glory, he created the viſible world, and-to 
whom as to his Yegerent he hath given the Dominion oyer 
the works of his us, having put all things under his feet. 


— 


S — 


1 Fuſtitia ea, que ſeveritas vel vindia, wel ira, wel indiznatio , wel fimili alia 
2omine nuncupatur, non eſt qualitas ſeu mawvis proprietas, wec vere refidet im Deo , 
ſed tantummodo' effetFus eff voluntatis ejus. Socin. di'p. de Chriſto Servatore, p. 123, 
"Nullam ejuſmogi in Deo proprietatem, h. e. qualitatem - in ipſo perpetuo refidentem, 
efſe cenſemus, que Deum ad peccata punienda ſmpliciter moveat. Sed id quod in ipſo 
exiſtens eum #| peccata punienda ſimpliciter movet, iram & ſeveritatem, miſericordie 


oppoſitam, eſſe ſkatuimus ;- que non proprietas ef in Deo freperoe Pafiens wy 
; Reſp. ad Grot. de-oatist. 


-dly, There 


7 af quidam ipfius, & libere voluntatis effeftus, Crel 
riſti. P. I. | 


Lhaainſi Socinaniſm. 3I 
_..;24ly, There can be no providence nor care of human affairs 
without. giving men Laws tor the government of their actions : 
for as, his providence towards other creatures 1s ſeen, in giv- 
ing -them certain ;laws of motion and reſt ſuitable to their re- 
ſpective natures, and in guiding and governing them ſo, as 
may moſt: tend to his own glory, andthe wellfare and beauty 
of the univerſe: ſo his government and care of men conſiſts in 
giving them certain Laws as Rules of their actions and man- 
ners; it being much more requiſite upon many accounts that 
they ſhonld act, by a certain x nn foraſmuch as the con- 
fufion; and miſchief, that muſt be the conſequence of their diſ- 
orderly living. muſt be far greater, and more repugnant to the 
nature. and righteouſneſs of God, than it other creatures ſhould 
ſwerve from the Laws of- their creation; which yet they in- 
violably obſerve, except when God thinks fit to znterpoſe, for 
the: ends of his- own Glory, . and the good of men. _ 7 
.... 3dly,; That Laws arc, ſo. a © Rule of Moral aftions, as to put 
us. under an; ob{gation of yielding obedience to them, and in 
this they differ trom * good counſel and advice, which tho it tend 
to our advantage, and the promoting of our trueſt and beſt 
intereſt, yet 1t puts us under no neceflary pbheption of com- 
plying with, it;. .every man being left to his liberty to take 
or: refuſe it at his pleaſure. 

...._4thly, That the violation 'of a Law naturally and neceſſa- 
rily..upon that very ſcore makes a man lyable to puniſhment : 
which is but the ſame thing tho in other words with the 
foregoing propoſition : for therefore are we obliged to yield 
SE to Laws, becauſe if we refuſe to do ſo, we are 
thereby obnoxtous to puniſhment. This 1s that which in the ci- 
vil Law is, called, Fus ſeu obligatio delifts, quo quis ob malefict- 
um ad penam tenetur. The preſcribing of a Law 1s the act of 


S— 


1 Lex ef6 regula: actunim moralium, obligans ad id quod rettum eff, Gr. de. Jur. B. 
&.P. Lib. i. Cap. 1. Sect 9g. 2 Obiizationem requirimus, nam confilia & fi qua 
_alia ſunt preſcripta hone/ta quidem ſed non abligantia, Legis aut Turis nomine non 
weniunt, Ibid. U%i confulium datur, offerentis arbitrium ef? ; uti praceptum, neceſ= 
 fitas ſervitutis, Hicron. Lib. 2. contra Jovin. Decretum meceſſitatem. facit, exhor- 
tatio liberam voluntatem excitat. Gratian. Diit. 4. ad finem, 
4 OU- 
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a2 A Preſervative 

a Superior , whereby he obliges his Subje&t to regulate his 
actions according to that preſcription ; which if he refuſes 
to do he may. be called to an account as one that deſerves 
to be puſhed for his diſobedience *. This is one of the 


prime diftates of nature *, as well as the Language of Scrip- 


ture, that he who doth wrong , not ' only as - that fignifies in- 
jury, but any evil ingeneral , ſhould recerve for that evil that he 
hath done, Col. 3. 2x. | 

Laftly, That there 1s a neceſlary relation between pnniſh- 
ment aud juſtice, whofe office among, other things 1s to diftri- 
bute rewards and puniſhments. T do not fay that Juſtice is 
alwaies obliged to exa# the puniſhment , which the Delinquent 4s 
alwaies and neceſſarily ob{zged to ſuffer , I .mean 1s neceffarily 
obnox1ous to ; but wherever there 1s puniſhment ifjuft, it muft_ 
flow from that Habit or Attribute which we: call Faſtce;' and 
that not only as it beſpeaks R:ghteouſneſs and Equity ; but. Itke- 
wile as it ſignifies that ſeverity and. maignation which \ every 
Eawgiver is ſuppoſed to conceive __ him that tranſgref- 
ſeth his Laws, who thereby violates his Anthority and offs 
againſt the publick good. 

It hath bin doubted indeed whether in human puniſhments, 
the Civil Magiſtrate may aime at the vindicating of ' his owh 
Authority, confider'd abftraCtedly from the - nos good, And 


here that famous paſſage of Seneca 3, 1s often cited upon this 


occafion, and which he tranſlated ont of Plato de Leg. no wiſe man 


-punifhes a fault becauſe it hath bin committed , but left” the 


like ſhould be 'committed again : for what 1s paſt cannot be 


"recalled, but wife and good men in pumſhment' aime at preyent- 


ing miſchief for the future. 
But tho this may be true with reſpe&t to men, yet it is 
not ſo with'regard to Almighty God, to whom, as Grotzus in 


—— 


1 Preceptum ibi eſt, ubieſt pena peccati, Arnbr. Lib. de Viduis. Precepto qui/- 
quis non obtemperat, reus eft & debitor pene, Auguſt. Lib. de Sandta Virgin, '2 Inter 
ea que natura ipſa diffat licita efſe, eſt & hoc, ut _ male fecit malum ferat : quod An- 
tiquiſſimum & Rhadamantheur Fus vocant Philoſophi. Grot deJure B. & P. Lib: '2. 
Cap. 26. Sect. 1. 3 Nemo prudens punit quia peccatum eſt, ſed ne peccetur : revo- 
cari enim preterita non poſſunt, futura prohibentur, Lib, 1; de Clem. Cap,6. 


the 


LaamsF Socmaniſm. 33 
the formentioned Book. and Chapter . S2&. .4. hath very tru- 
ly and judiciouſly obſerved, thoſe ſayings of Plato and Seneca 
would be very all applyed ; foraſmuch as God in puniſhing 
the fins of. men', ; may very righteouſly , and oftentimes 
doth, aime at nothing but the aflerting. of his own honour, 
and. yindicating the authority, of his Laws, and in ſhort , the 
revenging the contempt and violation of them : as1s evident in cer- 
tain inviſible puniſbments inflicted upon ſome ſinners in this 
life, ſuch as are obduration and giving them up to a Reprobate 
ſenſe ; and will be. much more evident. in thoſe everlaſtino þu- 
_ nibments { for ſo we-will make bold to call them. whateyer 
the Socanzans may lay to the contrary) in the life to come, where 
God can aime/at nothing but the ſatisfattion of his Fuſtice, and 
thereby the manifeſtation of his own Glory *. | 

But whatever 'the, reaſons maybe of inflicting puniſhment 
either, by Godor man, yet.Juſtice is the hand that inflicts it; 
which ts called dzftr:butive or vindiftive, and” is therefore de- 
fined. by an. * Ancient writer from one of its nobleft offices 
to be muagia amyroys, an exatting of puniſhment : And by 
Plutarch to the ſame. purpoſe, to: be T4 MwAropivay T& Fes vo- 
þ65- Typuages, ultrix tn eos que aduerſus legem droinam delmquunt, 

Now theſe things being thus premiſed, I proceed to make 
good my charge” againſt Na Socmm.. in calling that not only a 
falſe but a dangerous Opinion of theirs, which makes Juſtice to 
be no neceſſary or eſſential Attribute in God, but a matter pure- 
ly. Arbitrary and Contingent, as being the effe& only of his free 
will. 

1, Then this Opinion 1 ſay is falſe and impious, becauſe 
it furniſhes us with ſuch an Idea of God as 1s d:/honourable 
to him and will naturally lead us to a contempt of him; be- 
cauſe it teaches us ſo to conceive of God, as of one that 1s not 


—_—_——__C 


r Certe penas quorundam wvalde perditorum a Deo non 06 aliud ( ſeil. extra 6) 
exigi, facra verba teftantur, cum dicunt eum woluptatem capere ex ipfſornum malo , 
ſub[annari atque irrideri impios & Deo. Tum vero & extremum judicium poſt quod 
zullaexpeFatur emendatio, immo & in hac vita pene quedam inconſpicue, ut Obdu- 
. ratio, verum efſe quod contra Platonem dicimus evincunt. Ibid. 2 ApudGrot. Ibid. 


We: 5s | | neceſla- 
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neceſſarily concerned in the Actions of men and the affairs 
of the World: that 1s, it gives us a notion of a God without 
a providence; for if there be a providence, 1t muſt chiefly and 
principally be imployed (as was ſaid in our firſt Prop.) in the 
care and government of Human Affairs ; there can be no go- 
vernment without Laws, no laws: without the SanEtions of 
Puniſhment, either expreſſed or neceſſarily implyed in all ſuch 
Laws; no puniſhment without Juſtice to inflict it ; and con- 
fequently (that we may bring both ends of our Sores toge- 
ther) where there is no Juſtice, there is no Providence; and 
where the one is not neceffary , the other is not ſo too. 'There- 
fore tho the Socinans do acknowledge Gods providence and that 
he doth actually govern the World, yet this doth not take 
off the charge of falſhood and impiety from this poſition of 
theirs ; becauſe thereby they make his proyidence to be acon- 
tingent and perfectly an Arbitrary matter ;' you may notwith- 
ſtanding all this have a true notion of God and -do him no 
wrong, if you conceive of him as of one that may be uncon- 
cerned in the a&tions of men, who after he hath ſent them 
into the world, may ſuffer them to live as they pleaſe, every 
man doing that which is right in his own eies: which yet'1s 
great Impiety ſo much as to imagine ; foraſmuch as- it is re- 
pugnant to the infinite perfe&tions of Almighty God, helps 
to. debaſe him in-our thoughts, to weaken that reverence and 
eſteem which ariſes in our minds when we conceive of him; 
and thereby leads us naturally and inevitably from a diſeſteem 
to adenyal of him. | | $ 
So that what at firſt I called a dangerous I am now afraid 
in the conclufion will prove to be an Athesſtical aſſertion : up- 
on which account Epicurus among the Ancients was generally 
accounted an Atheiſt ; * Poſrdonzus the Stoick thought him ſo, 
and that it was only the Envy and Infamy which attended 
ſuch perſons, which obliged him not to profeſs himſelf one ; But 
what 77 words he affirmed, he did in deed effetually overthrow : 
For by denying Gods providence, Re ſuſtulit,Oratione reliquit deos, 


x Cicer. de Natura Deo, Lib. 1. Cap. 123, 2 Ibid. R 
| n. 
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In which charge againſt Eprcurus, Cotta the Academich hath had 
the conſent of all wiſe. men among the Heathens, as well as 
the ſuffrage of Chriſtians: whoſe way of arguing would be of 
no force, had they not.bin of Opinion, that if there be a God 
who made the World, there muſt neceſſarily be a Providence 
and if a Providence, I am ſure there muſt be that Attribute 
in God which we call Juſtice, without which that other can 
neyer be exerciſed. But you will ſay that God may give men 
Laws for the government of their Actions, and that will be 
a ſufficient vinaication of his providence, tho he aſſigns no puniſh- 
ment to the breach of them. That is, tho we cannot con- 
ceive @ God without a providence, yet we may concerve a pro- 
vidence without Fuſtice. Indeed Socenus hath told us ſo, for ſpeak- 
ing of the command of God to Adam in Paradiſe, requir- 
ing him not to eat of the forbidden fruit, and the threatning 
annexed, [n the day thou eateſt thou ſhalt dy the death, Gen. 3. 
which #hreatning Covet his adverſary told him, did flow from 
that Fuſtice in God which we haye hitherto bin ſpeaking of ; 
he Anſwers, that this Fuſtice was not any thing im God mhering 
zn him, and therefore nothing could flow from it, as being only an 
accidental. effect of his free will: * Cum &@ me oftenſum fuerat, equſ- 
mods juſtitiam im Deo non vere reſidere, nec proprie Des qualitatem 
Pi pa, ſed tantummodo effeftum voluntatis ejus; nihil ex ea fluere 
poturt :; as much as if he had ſaid, non entis nulle ſunt operatio- 
nes, what is not, can have no influence to produce any thing. 
And for a confirmation of this he adds, * that God might. have 


given Adam (and what God might have done to Adam, he 


might undoubtedly have done to all the Sons and poſterity 
of Adam) this law, and not have annexed Death as the puniſh- 
ment of the breach of it, nay if he had ſo pleaſed he might 
have afligned no puniſhment at all. | 

But this is delivered by Socznus with the ſame Confidence as 


_— 


1 Socin Difp. de Chriſto Serv. pars prima p. 123. 2 Quod werum eſſe depre- 
hendetur, fi conſideremus potuiſſe Deum praceptum illud homini tradere, neque ta- 
men panam Mortis, fi illud non ſervaſſet addere: Immo ne penam quidem ullam. 


Ibid. | 
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are many of his other abſurd Errors, m which he ſtands fin- 
te by himſelf, againſt the conſtant and uniform ſuffrage of 
Bivins Ancient and Modern ; Fathers and Schoolmer, Phi- 
loſophers and Lawyers, and thoſe both' Canoniſts and Ciyt- 
lians: among whom it paſſes for ar uncontrolled maxim, Thar, 
that is very vainly and mpertinently commanded which may be 
ſecurely neglefed. Fruſtra eſt aliquid pracipere,, quod impun# poteſt 
neg/ge: and this bold pofition he lays down; and grves us not 
the leaſt reaſon for it, but his own affirmation. '' But tho. he 
gives ns no reaſon for. his afſertion, I am ſure there 1s very 
great as well as very apparent reaſon againft it ; foraſtmich 
as fuch Laws as theſe will neither ſecure the honour of God, 
nor ſerve the ends' of his providence ; being but'in the nature 
of good' advice, which, as we ſaid before, every marr 1s at! h- 
berty to.take, or refufe at his pleaſure. na = 3p 
So that while he makes the Law precarions, at the ſame 
time and for the ſame reaſon he makes the Obedience of men 
{o too: in. which. caſe God muſt be beholding not to his own 
Authority, but to. the good nature of his Creatures, that they 
yield any obedience to- his commands. ' Perhaps you wilt fay 
there may be other ob/zgatzons, beſides thoſe of panithment 
which men may be-under to practiſe their duty: fnck as are 
thoſe of Honour and Gratitade, and. the ftrong tye' of Reaſon, 
which will bind a man to comply with his Duty, if there were 
no other motiye to it, but. this, that to do otherwiſe will be 
to aft unſuitably to the dignity of his nature. _ 
All this may be fine in ſpeculation, bat' will fignifie little 
when reduced. to praCtice: the generality of men being go- 
verned by ſenſe, the motions of which are too headftrong and 
furious to be curbed by the bare commands of reaſon, when 
they are not enforced. with the fear 9 Dons ment: the voice 
of which will be as feeble as that of old £7 to his: rebel- 
hous. Sons, far too weak to maſter their violence : and 
therefore that Frantich, Woman that ſome have talked of, who 
brought fire in one hand to. burn up Paradiſe, and water 


In the other to quench the flames of Hell, if the had ſuc- 


ceeded in her defign, inſtead of promoting would have ex- 
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ne mg all virtue, and ſoon. haye rooted it out of the 
world. 
In ſhort, to-fumm up what hath been faid upon this ſub- 
ject: f there be no Fuſtice naturally in God, there might have 
bin no Providence, and if no providence, then men might have 
bin left to the conduct of their own gzday and unruly paſſions, 
which would ſoon break through the reſtraints of reaſon ; 
and -when men were thus left to the government of Luſt and 
Senſe, the unavoidable conſequence of this muſt have bin, that 
the world whe have bin filled with Blood and Murders, with 
Impurity and ©Oncleanneſs, with: Theft and Rapine, with Injuſtzce 
and Oppreſſion, and the gentle race of wy would ſes hack 
become worſe then the worſt of wild Beafts, preying upon 
and deyouring one another, And to ſuppoſe that God could 
be unconcerned at all this, as if there be no. Fuſtice in him which 
enclines him to puniſh ſuch wickedneſs, he might be, 1s to 
have ſach a notion of God as it is reported Lewss the 11th 
of France had of his Leaden God which he carried about him, 
and when he had cauſed any man to be Murder d, or done 
the like miſchief, he would take it into his hands, and kals it, and 
beg pardon, and then all was well again, and he himſelf be- 
came immediately ſafe rf not innocent. In ſhort at this rate, 
we {honld not. diſhonour' God if we ſo conceived of him, as 
of one who did not neceſſarily a&t according to the eternal 
and unalterable Rules of Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Righteouſneſs, that 
he might be a'God not:of Order-but Confuſion , which 1s 
not only an Imp:ows, but a Blaſphemous aſſertion. 

2dly, My ſecond reaſon why I acconnt this Poſition of Ss 
cinus about Gods juſtice to be falſe and dangerous, is becauſe 
it takes away the diſtintion between Laws Poſitzvue and Na- 
tural; which diſtin&tion hath hitherto bin looked upon, not 
only to be true but ſacred ;- foraſmuch as the contrary wonld 
open a Gap to,.all manner of impiety and wickedneſs, Now 
poſtroe Laws are accounted ſuch as owe their original pnly 
to Gods free will and pleaſure; and therefore as they cannot 
be known, ſo they cannot oblige any but thoſe to whom he 
hath made ſuch a declaration, and diſcovery of his plea- 
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are many of his other abfard Errors, m which he ſtands fin- 

te by himſelf, againſt the conſtant and uniform ſuffrage of 
i Bb Ancient and Modern 5 Fathers and Schoolmen, [Phi- 
loſophers and Lawyers, and thoſe both' Canoniſts and Ciyr- 
lians: among whom it paſſes for ar uncontrolled maxim, Thar, 
that is very vainly and zmpertinently commanded which may be 
ſecurely neglefted. Fruſtra eft aliquid pracipere,, quot impun# poteſt 
neghige : and this bold pofition he lays down, and grves us not 
the leaſt reaſon for it, but his own affirmation. 4 But tho. he 
gives ns no reaſon for. his afſertion, I am ſure there 15 very 
great as well as very apparent reaſon againft it ; foraſtmach 
as fuch Laws as theſe will neither ſecure the honour of God, 
nor ſerve the ends of his providence ; being but*in the nature 


of good advice, which, as we ſaid before, eyery marr 1s at' Ii- 


berty to.take, or refufe at his pleaſure. 


So that while he makes the Law precarions, at the fame 


time and for the ſame reaſon he makes the Obedience of men 
ſo too: in. which caſe God muſt be beholding not to his own 
Authority, but to. the good nature of his Creatures, that they 
yield any obedience to: his commands. ' Perhaps you wilt fay 
there may be other ob/zgations,* beſides thoſe of puniſhment 
which men may be under to practiſe their-daty: fach as-are 
thoſe of Honour and Gratitade, and the ftrong tye' of Reaſon, 
which will bind a man to comply with his Duty, if there were 


no other motiye to it, but this, that to do otherwiſe will be 


to aC unſuitably to the dignity of his nature. | 
All this may be fine in ſpeculation, bat' will fignifie httle 
when reduced. to practice: the: generality. of men being go- 
verned by ſenſe, the motions of which are too heaaftrong and 
furious to be curbed by the bare commands of reaſon, when 
they are not enforced with the fear of puniſhment: the voice 


of which will be as feeble as that of old Fl to his: rebel- 


hous Sons, far too. weak to maſter their violence : and 


thereforc that Frantich, Woman that ſome have talked of, who 
brought fire in one hand to. burn up. Paradiſe, and water 


'1n the other to quench the flames of Hell, if ſhe had ſuc- 


ceegded in her defign, inſtead of promoting would have ex- 
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rev og all virtue, and ſoon. have rooted it out of the 
world. 
In ſhort, to-fumm up what hath been ſaid upon this ſub- 
ject: 1f there be no Fuſtice naturally in God, there might have 
bin no Providence, and if no providence, then men might have 
bin left to the conduCt of their own gzday and unruly paſſions, 
which would ſoon break through the reſtraints of reaſon ; 
and -when men were thus left to. the government of Luſt and 
Senſe, the unavoidable conſequence of this muſt have bin, that 
the world would have bin filled with Blood and Murders, with 
Impurity and ©Oncleanneſs, with Theft and Rapine, with Injuſtice 
and Oppreſſion, and the gentle race of men would ſoon have 
become worſe then the worſt of wild Beafts, preying upon 
and deyouring one another. And to ſuppoſe that God could 
be unconcerned at all this, as if there be no Fuſtice in him which 
enclines him to puniſh ſuch wickedneſs, he might be, 1s to 
have ſach a notion of God as it is reported Lewss the 11th 
of France had of his Leaden God which he carried about him, 
and when he had cauſed any man to be Murder'd, or done 
the like miſchief, he would take it into his hands, and kals it, and 
beg pardon, and then all was well again, and he himſelf be- 
came immediately ſafe rf not innocent. In ſhort at this rate, 
we ſhonld not diſhonour' God if we ſo conceived of him, as 
of one who did not neceſſarily at according to the eternal 
and unalterable Rules of Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Righteouſneſs, that 
he might be a'God not-of Order but Confuſion , which 1s 
not only an 1mp:ovs, but a Blaſphemous aſſertion. 

2dly, My ſecond reaſon why I acconnt this Poſition of S$s- 
cinus about Gods juſtice to be falſe and dangerous, is becauſe 
at takes away the diſtintion between Laws Poſitrue and Na- 
tural; which diftin&tion hath hitherto bin looked upon, not 
only to be true but ſacred ;- ſoraſmuch as the contrary wonld 
open a Gap to, all manner of impiety and wickedneſs. Now 
poſitroe Laws are acconnted ſuch as owe their original only 
to Gods free will and pleaſure; and therefore as they cannot 
be known, ſo they cannot oblige any but thoſe to whom he 
hath made ſuch a declaration, and diſcovery of his plea- 
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ſure. * Natural Laws are thoſe which are aſcovered by the light 
of nature, as being the neceſſary reſult of our Conſtitution, and that 
relation which we bear to God as rational Creatures.: many of which 


tho revealed im Scripture, yet in themſelves are oblogatory, antecedent 


to any ſuch reveration, 

Now. theſe Laws do neceſſarily ſappoſe Juſtice in God, 
'without which they would be inſignificant: for tho.natural 
Laws owe their Original to the holyneſs of God, as being but 
a tranſcript of thoſe eſſential Rules of righteouſneſs which make 
up his nature ; yet all their force and oblgation, (without which 
they are not properly Laws) reſults from his Fſtzce; that 1s, 
from the fear of puniſhment, which the Law threatens, and Fu- 
ſtice infitts, without which they would be perfe&ly infignt- 
ficant. From which by a juſt and neceſſary conſequence 1t 
unavoidably follows, that if their be natural Laws, there muſt 
be Juſtice naturally in God: ſo on the other hand, if there 
be no Juſtice, there can be no Laws of nature, foraſmuch as 
without the former they can have neither Force nor Obligation, 
nor conſequently have the formal reaſon of Laws. 

3dly And Laſtly, This Opinion of Sen. is both falſe and 
Impious, becauſe it tends to overthrow all natural Religion, 
by ſapplanting that which is the chief 1f not the only ſup- 
port of it in the world, and that is the fear of. God. For 
take away his Juſtice as this Sgciman hypotheſis doth, and then 


you have left nothing in him. whach a man goyerned by the ' 


light of nature need to fear: - not his unity, nor his eternity, 


nor immenſity, not his holyneſs, nor his goodneſs, to be ſure; _ 


nor laſtly his power which in conjunction with. the former, 
as it neceſfarily 1s in God, is as harmleſs and innocent as either 


—— 


I Fus naturale eſt diftatum reftz rationis, indicans alicui aFui, ex ejus conve- 
mientia aut diſconvenientia cum ipſa natura rationali, ineſſe moralem turpitudinen 
aut neceſſitatem moralem, ac conſequenter 2 Nature Autore talem afttum aut ve- 
tari aut pracipi. Aus de quibus tale extat diftatum, debiti ſunt aut illicit per ſe, 
atque ideo 2 Deo neceſſario precepti aut wetiti intelliguntur, qua nota diſtat hoc 
jus non tantum ab humano jure, ſed & a Divino voluntario; quod non ea precipit, 


aut petat, que per ſe ac ſuapte natura aut-debita ſunt, aut illicita ; fed vetando, 
Hlicita, precipiende, debita facit, Grot. de Ju. B. & P, Lib. 1. Cap. 1. Sect. 10.. 
I | of 
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of the former Attributes, when it 1s not moyed nor excited by a 
juſt diſpleaſure and indignation. | 

Imagine therefore a Socmman were to diſcourſe a Pagan, 1 
would fain know how upon this. principle he could convince 
him that it were his Duty to worſhip God , and to live a 
virtuous life : he might tell him indeed, and tell him with great 
truth, that the Dzvine nature and perfeftions are in themſelyes 
a juſt ground of Eſteem and Adoration : That virtue hath ma- 
ny and thoſe powerful though inviſible charms, as being both 
agreeable to our Reaſon,and at the ſame time ſerying to promote 
our wellfare and happineſs in this world; yet all this would 
lay himunderno ob{gation to do that, which otherwiſe would 
be highly reaſonable and fitting to be done: ſuppole it be ho- 
neſt, 2th it ratzonal, ſuppole it his Intereſt , yet he is left to 
his {berty, and may, and no” doubt will, do what he pleaſes 
for all that : he may a& indeed like a fool and a Brute, yet 
he is guilty of no- ſin in the' mean time; for where there 1s 
No Fuſtice, there can be-no fear of puniſhment , where there is 
no puniſhment, there 1s no obligation, nor conſequently Law; 
and where there is no Law, there can be no tranſgreſſion. 

So that tho his reaſon may upbraid him with the folly, his 
Conſcience in this caſe would never check him for the guilt of 
his vices ; which if the Laws of his Country did not take ſome 
care to prevent, he might ſecurely pra&tice without any fear 
of Goas diſpleaſure. 1n ſhort, notwithſtanding all the. fine dif- 
courſes about the beauty and amiablenels of religion and vir- 
tue ; the inclinations of ſenſe would ſoon bear down the 
dictates of Reaſon , and the /tehteſt temptations would prove 


too ſtrong tor theſe wh ſpeculations ; and; as to the generality, 


the concluſion which they would draw from this principle, 
would be, Let us eat and drink, for to morrow we dye, and after 
death comes no reckoning or account. Come on let us enjo 
the good things that are preſent , and let-us ſpeedily uſe the Creatures 
like as in youth: Let us fill our ſelves with coſtly Oyntments , and. 
let no flower of the fpring paſs by us : Let us crown our ſelves with 
Raſe-buds before they are withered , Let none of us go without his 
part of our voluptuouſneſs : Let us leave tokens of our joyfulneſs in 
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&s | - e A Preſervative 
every place ; for this ts our portion, and our Lot 2s this, Wid. 2, 
Vcr. 6, 7, 8. 

But tho this notion overturns all natural Religzon, yet it is 
1t {elf effetually overthrown by the dictates of natural Con- 
ſerence , which are an unanſ{werable proot both of the exſtence 
and the Fuſtice of God: tor we muſt know that Conſcience 1s 
ſomething more than bare Reaſon: for Reaſon may azref, but 
Conſcience will preſcribe; Reaſon gives us a Axle tor the ga- 
vernment of our actions, Conſcience 'paſles. that .Rwle nto-a 
Lem ,: gives it 'its force and obligation. The * preſeribing, of a 
Law as the aft of a Superior, and no man 2s properly Superior: to 
himſelf, and conſequently no.man can by his own. att, peremptoriy 
oblige himſelf, except that act be enforced by ſome other and higher oblt- 

ation. | TP | 
, And therefore Conſcience- is not bare Agojors but. reaſon as 
it 1s Gods Vicegerent, cloathed with bis Authority , armed: with 
his Juſtice: and therefore in a more 1mpertour:way it commands 
our obedience, not only per{wading us to our duty, but threat- 
ning for the negled& of it: it puts on a Mezeſtick. Are, tells us 
this muſt be done, or refuſe it at your peril: indeed it exe- 
cutes the office ,, and ſuſtains the perſon of a Legflator, a Wit- 
neſs, and a Fudge : firſt preſcribes a Law, then accufes for our 
diſobedience, and laftly ſolemnly arrazgns the Sinner for his 
guilt , and then paſſes ſentence. upon him. So that theſe acti- 
ons of Conſcience and the Tribunal 'that God hath erected 
there, areone of the cleareſt and moſt wncontrolled, proofs of: a 
future Judgement, of which the former are a kind of Antzce- 

ation. | 
1 And indeed if we look back to former times , and conſult 
the Hiſtory of Ages and Countries, the moſt 1gnorant and 
barbarous, we ſhall find, that as the Light of Nature hath di- 
re&ted them to the belref' and acknowledgement of a God ; fo 


_— 


r Facultas injungend; aliquid per.modum Legis aut pracepti infert ſuperioritatem, 
quemadmodum obligatio parendi arguit nos inferiores eſſe eo, qui precipere nobis po- 
teſt; ſaltem qua Imperium ejus ſe extenait Oh eamcauſam ſuis decretis immediate ne- 

' mo poteſ# obligari irrevocabiliter, Puftendorf, Elem. Jur. Lib. 1.cap. 13. Sect. 4. 
One 


eamſt Socinianhm. AL 
one of the earlieſt notions that aroſe in their minds when 
they. haye thought of him, hath bin the Apprehenſion of hzs 
Fuſtice : of which among other things, the numerous, tho many 
of them Improus and Ridiculous rites, which they made uſe of 
to appeaſe the anger of their zncenſed Dezties, are an urrefra- 
gable Argument. And this apprehenſion of divine Juſtice, 
was, as one of the principal cauſes, ſo one of the chieteſt, if 
not the only ſupport of natural Religion in the world. 

Now to apply this to our preſent purpoſe, and to bring the 
parts of our argument a little cloſer together : If men by the 
light of nature could diſcover this Attribute of Juſtice in God, 
it muſt unavoidably follow, that Juſtice in ham is natural ; 
for the light of nature can diſcover nothing in God but what 
1s ſo : whatever 1s the effe& of Gods meer pleaſure, and the re- 
ſult of his. free will, can never be known but by Revelation ; 
and 1t 1s 1mpoffible it ſhould be otherwiſe diſcovered, except 
we ſhould ſuppoſe men to be Omniſcient, and that they may 
know more of Gcd than they can of one another : For what 
man knoweth the things of a man, ſave the ſpirit of man that 1s 
within him ? 1 Cor. 2.11. ſo much leſs can any man diſcern the 
things of God but the ſpirit of God. He indeed ſearches the deep 
things of God, ſuch as are the reſults of his free pleaſure, and 
the counſel of his will ; which lay hidden in the breaf of God, 
and muft for ever haye done ſo, had not he. who lay in the 
boſom off his Father, revealed them unto us: and therefore if 
juſtice were, as the Socemans tell us, the. effeft only of Gods 
free will, it muſt have lain undiſcovered to the Gentile world, 
to whom God youchſafed no revelation of his will; which yet 
is contrary to the account” which the Hiſtories of all times 
and ages have given, us of this matter : from whence it 1s evi- 
dent that the belief of Gods Juſtice among men, is coeval with 
that of. their being, written in os og Charafers, and engraven 
by the ſame Hand, that implanted the notion of a God in the 
minds of men; and if ſo, then the ſame hand that defaces the 
notion of Gods Juſtice, muſt at the ſame time and for the ſame 
reaſon eraſe the belief of his exiſtence out of the Souls of men : 
and I doubt not if the Socemans had lived in thoſe days, by this 

| 4 F _ _Hypo- 
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Hypotheſis of theirs, they would haye been extreamly ſervice- 
able to Theodorus, Diagoras, Democritus, and Eprcurus, 1n the de- 
ſign they were engagedin, of rooting the belief of a God and 
Religion out of the world ; for- they might\have told men 
not only with great plauſibility bat truth (if this-opinton were 
true) that all thoſe accuſations of Conſcience, and-anxieties of Mind, 


which were occaſioned by the belief and dread of divine: Ju- 


ſtice, wefe the effet only of fancy and deluſion, and did owe 
their” Original' not to a divine Impreſs, but- to the Craft "and 


| Conitrivante of ' Prieſts and' Polititians, who inſtilled into the 


minds of weak and unwary men., the vain fears- of inviſible 
powers; repreſenting them armed with Thunder and with the 
Sword of Jaſtice in their hands, whereas really there was no 
fach thing ;- But all this: they did to: keep the world 'in awe, < 
_ 'thereby. to- compaſs the' defipns 'of their mmtereſt and am- 

What further deſign Socrmur himielf might have, or whether 
he had any other defign by adyancing-this Opinion, than the 
overturning that great Article of our taith concerning the 
fatifaction of: Chrift, I thall not poſitively determine. - Only 
this I cannot but acquaint the Reader with, which' hath"bin 
long --fince- obſerved likewiſe by others,” that Serrmes and his 


 followers'in' all their books and difputations, have made it 


their ' buſineſs chiefly. to cavil and make exceptions / to their 
adverſaries, not careing what became of Religion, ſo that they 
might with any colour avoid the Arguments with which-they 
were preſſed, -as is in ſome meaſure made'evident by ſeveral 
paſſages which we have quoted: out of -their writings in the 
foregoing diſcourſe. And T have this farther to' add, that as 
Socrnus , by denying the diwmity and ſatisfaftion of Chrift, hath 
plainly overturned the foundation npon which the Chriſtian 
Church and Religion have bin built: ſo by this affertion about 
Gods juſtice, and by ſeveral others difperſed and flily - inft- 
muated through his writings, het hath given a ſhrewd blow to 
all Religion whatſoever, whether natural, or revealed; ſo that 
an unwary Reader, by peruſing his writings, may find himſelf 


an Atheiſt before he well perceives how he comes to be fo: 


as 


Ligainſt Sociniamſm. 4-3 
as he faith in another caſe, 2, his opinion againſt Hell 'For- 
ments, that he had ſo contrived the matter, -ut lefor prius ſen- 
Hat-dottrinam iftam fibr jam perſuaſam eſſe , quam ſuader: animad- 
vertat *, | | 
.. And now I {ſhould come to a conlufion of - this diſcourſe a- 
bout Gods Juſtice, ( which I have ſpun out to a greater length 
then Lat firſt intended;) But that I foreſee an objeQion will be 
made againſt all that I have ſaid, by the Soceneans and their 
friends ; -who:;will be apt to: ſay, that I have bin taking a 
great deal of pains to no purpoſe, to aggravate the miſchiefs 
of an Opinion, which - admit 1t were falſe in ſpeculation, yet 
as 1t 1s ſtated by them can in pornt of. fatt and praftice, carry no 
inconvenience imaginable along with it | 

For whatever God may do when left to his own liberty , 
.yet hehath thought fit to oblige himſelf by poſitive promiſes 
and threatnings to reward the righteous and to puniſh the 
wicked : ſo that now by the revelation of his will he hath in- 
deed abridged himſelf of his natural liberty, but hath thereby 
taken effeFtual care to ſecure his own honour, and to eſta- 
bliſh Religion in the world, andall this is plainly acknowledged 
by the Socinans, | _ SU | 

To- which I anſwer,. r/*. that this doth not take off the fal{- 
hood and Impiety -of this Socmanopinion, which I wasobliged 
to diſcover ;. any more than 1f a man ſhould fay, that God 
hath indeed reſolved to at wiſely and righteouſly in the govern- 
ment of the World ; but that neither w:/aom nor righteouſneſs 
are neceſſary. and eſſential Attributes perpetually reſiding in him, 
but are only the effets of. his free will : which were a moſt 
irreligious and profane aflertion, notwithſtanding the former 
acknowledgment. | 

2, Tho the Socrmans hereby take care of revealed, yet they 
overturn all natural Religion ,'! as we ſhewed before, where 
God hath made no fuch Revelation of his will, or diſcoyery 
of his intentions how. he.-doth 'defign- to' deal with men ; 
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44 A Preſervative 
and ſo as far as in them lies, by this principle, they help to make 
i Atheiſts. | 

3y. When God- hath declared his purpoſe, and hath accord- 
ingly given men Laws for the government of their actions, 
and hath to thoſe Laws expreſly annexed the ſanCtions of re- 
wards and puniſhments, yet according to the Socmman principles, 
this doth not ſufficiently encourage men in virtuous prattices , 
nor lay an efeftualreſtramt upon the wicked. | 

1/2. As to rewards it 1s- true the Goſpel affords us, as the 
Apoſtle tells us, exceeding great and precious promiſes 2 Pex, 
I. 4. Which exceed not only our deſerts , but our hopes : But 
what abſolute aſſurance have we that they ſhall be made good 
to us. They are only the effefts as Socanus tells us Libere , 
or as Yorſtius explains it, vertibilis voluntatis, not only of a free, 
( for therein we agree with them, ) but of a mutable will - for 
according to them, as was ſhewed before, God is able to al- 
zerations, and may change his purpoſe as he doth, the weather, 
fieut poteſt pluere vel nonpluere : and tho the Morning proves never 


1o fair, yet the Heayens may be overcaſt; and the Sun that 


roſs ſo gloriouſly, may ſet in a Cloud. 
In ſhort, if we believe the Socrmans, the promiſes of God 


conſidered barely in themſelves arenot a ſufficient Baſis for a 


Chriſtians hope and ſecurity ; foraſmuch as God being * mutable 
in his nature, he may repent of what he promiſed, and change 
and alter his Reſolution. And that the Reader may not think 
that I have wronged the Socmnzans in laying this to their charge, 
I muſt refer him to a Treatiſe writ by Grellius, de Cauſis Mor- 
zs Chriſti; where he will find this that IT have affirmed of them 
abundantly made good, For there he tells us that the true 
reaſon of Chriſts dying for us, was that thereby he might be 
a Meaiator , and ſurety of the Covenant which God hath made 
with men; for tho God had given men the promiſe” of par- 
don of their fins, yet that promiſe was no ſuficzent ſecurity, be- 
cauſe he might have receded or ſtarted from it: Therefore to 


I See Breerwoods Enquiries, Cap. 14. - 2 Vokluntas Dei eſt principium cujuſdam 
mutabilitatis in Deo, Vortt. Diſp. p. 212. 


fix 


 L£hoainſt Socumanifm. 4.5 
fix him as it were to his word, Chriſt was ſent as a ſponſor 
and ſurety of the New Teſtament, which, in the name of his 
Father, he did confirm and ratify \ by ſealing it with his 
Blood; whereupon now God is obliged to make goed his pro- 
miſe, 1o' that if he: had a mind to revoke it he cannot, the Death 
of Chriſt compelling him to preſerve it *. s 

Indeed he could not but be ſenſible, that what he had thus 
delivered, would ſound harſhly in the Ears of moſt Readers, 
thoſe eſpecially who had any concern for the Honour of their 
Maker, which by this ſuppoſition was ſo highly and ſcanda- 
louſly invaded : therefore to mollify this matter he tells us, 
that the efficacy which he aſcribes/ to Chriſts Death, was not 
ablolutely neceflary in reſpe& of God ; whoſe own Love, 
Grace and Mercy , might move and enchne him to make good 
his promiſe ; yet however this put him under no oblegatzon ; 
for if 1t had, there had bin no. need of the death of Chriſt , 
either in reſþett of God, or our ſelves, either to haye tyed him to 
the performance, or to have afforded us ſecurity. 

Therefore he tells us *, that we might have a firm bottom 
for our hope, that if we believed in Chriſt, that is, obeyed 
his- Goſpel, our ſins ſhould be forgiven us ; it highly concern- 
ed us that. God ſhould be obhged to perform what he had 
promiſed ; and not only ſo, but that. we might acquire a Azehe 
to pardon ; which right he founds not in the promiſe of God 
but the Death of Chriſt, which he ſaith gives us ſuch an un- 
doubted Title to Mercy , and that ſupported by ſuch a firm 
and manifeft aſſurance and: proof, as will not ſuffer God what- 
ever may happen, to break,his word, and recall his promiſe. 3 And 


ee es 


1 Vis atque efficacia mortis Chriſti ad remiſſionem peccatorum comparandam tanta 
eſt, ut etiam Deum, fi forte eum promiſſionis ſue ds ax 00 peccatorum , & libe- 
ratione ab interitu nobis concedenda peniteret ( utimur phraſi ſacris literis uſfitats ) 
movere atque impellere poſſit, nepromiſſum ſuum reſcinderet, ſed quod pollicitus eſſet, 
reipſa preftaret Crell. de Cauſis Mortis Chriſti. p.613. 2 Nam ut nos tanto cer- 
tius credere poſſemus,. nobis in Chriſtum credentibus peccata remiſſum iri , plurimum 
referebat Deum ad id faciendum obligatum eſſe, & mos juc-ad illud obtinendum ha- 
bere ; jus inquam manifeſtiſſimis ac certiſſimus documentis nixum, quod jam quicquid 
tandem interveniret , Deum non pateretur promiſſa ſia reſcindere, Ibid 3 Hic 
revera finis ac ſcopus fuit, cur Deus Morte Chrifti ſe nobs obligare voluerit, ut porro 
ad Chriſtum morti tradendum impuljis fuerit, Ibid. | ; 

| | Þ 3 this 
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this he tells us was: the 'true reaſon of -Chrifts coming into 

Ws world, and. of Gods: delivering him -up.to death for our 
By all which it 1s evident, «that inthe: opinion of this: man, 

the promzſer of God - conſidered nakedly: ur themſelves , do 


' not afford us a ſufficient fecarity ; toraſmuch as ſomething may 


intervene, which may cauſe. God' to repent of what he 'pro- 
miſed, :and thereby hinder the performance : and that you may 
not think that he had- forgot - b:mſelf', by making an 'mpous or 
2mpoſjeble Jappoſion, he tells us, atmwr | phrafi ſacris  hiteris uſitata'; 
that. he uſed a phraſe which was frequently made uſe of 'm 
the Scripture it ſelf, which often- mentions/ Gods forrow 'and 
repentance, - and therefore it can be no diſparagement to Al- 
nizghty God to aſcribeit to ham, it being rather in their opt- 
non an argument'of his wiſdom, as ' was'ſhewed before. 

I muſt indeed acknowledge that this very Author at another 
time, Lb, De Deo. Cap.-25. de Santtutate Dez. þ. 241. affirms that 
the promiſes of God put him under an obligation ,-and that 
both his veracity and faithfulneſs engage him to make- them - 
good. * But 1t 1s as: evident on the other hand, that here he 
ſuppoſes the contrary, and that: his Argument proceeds upon that 
ſuppoſition. But by this tume-I hope the Reader will not be 
much- ſurpriſed to find Socmnians contraa:ting themſelves, and he 
need not be concerned-at it; for I can aflare him , - whether 
he will or no, they will take the hberty of ſo doing. And 
hereby we find the obſervation which we alittle before made 
concerning them , confirmed; v2z. that in their diſputations 
and writings they. care not what they ſay, having no regard 
to the honour of God or Religion ; being only concerned for 
their own reputation, and to defend and maintain their own /ooſe 
and unwatrantable Opmons. - eo 

2ly, But let us admit that God by. his promſes puts him- 
ſelf under an obligation to men, ſo that he cannot go from 
his word, but 1s obliged to make it FO ; yet he may be at 
greater liberty as to his threatuings. Indeed thele, as the Goſpel 
repreſents them to us, are very terrible, whether we confider 
the puniſhments threatned either as to_thewr ſntenſfve pan, or 

| I | as 


e Againſt Socmiantſm. 47 
as to the extent of their duration; for we are told that the wick- 
ed ſhall go mto- everinſti 3 denier that the worm that gnams 
their Conſcience ſhall not dye, and the fire that torments them ſhall 
never be extinguiſhed, '- This is indeed enough to make the fin- 
ner look pale, and to fright hinr either out of hr wits, or out 
of his wild courſe of tromg. . But forall this he need not deſpair 
of Mercy; for tho God hath zhreatned ſeverely, yet no man 
Iiying can abſolutely tell us, if we believe Sormur, whether he 
is refolyed"t6' execute his threatnings, For as at” ff Got might 
either not have puritſhed the” Sinner 'at all, on. not with eternal death, 
fo now tho he” hath declared by hrs. folemn Ea:ﬀ' that he will do fo , 
yet for all that he may if L pleaſes not anfift the puniſhment. 
Dens potuiſſet, 1dque' jure, homines licet peccantes mort zter- 
nz nof mancipare, fic poſtqutam cos. morti '#terhi# edifto ſuo# 
mancipavat , 'ex illins 1mperio eximere-poteft: 'Socen:” de Chriſta 


” 
z 


Migts ® FH 3; wry Band eo a Þ 

Eximere poteſt, faith Socinus; he may exempt the Sinner, notwith- 
ſtanding his Decree of pumfhing him; and why may ' not he 
hope that he wil: the bare threatnimgs,” according to Sormus, do 
not- ob{ge God to execnte thenr: and the conſideration of Gods 
Mercy'and Taftice, "to; which the Torments of Hell, as he may 
imagine, can ſcaite be” recongittd, may upon' that fore "afford 
him ſome ground'?s: hope that' he;-doth not de/gr to d6 ſo. We 
know finners are apt/'to allow. themſelves, as too great liber- 
ty in-finning, foto flatter, themſelves with too* great hopes of 
impunity ;” and if they .meet'with any ſuch '«6mpatfionate! Ca- 
ſuiſts as Socrmus, who will afford them any encouravement; they 


are preſently apt to run away with it," and never look back, 


to fee that vengeance which purſues, and will at length certain- 
ly overtake them. _ ECO - 
But*how comes” this man to know any thing of God; be= 
fides' what he hath revealed of himſelf in his. word”? muſt 'we 
have'tecourſe "to that exploded diſtintion of the Calvin;ts,v%and 
for which they haye bin ſo much railed' at by their -adyerfa- 
ries, 'concerning the revealed, onthe fecret will of God? For tho 
the queſtion in the'cafe may ſeem? to' be about” the. power of 
Gog,' yer really and in truth" it is -about” hz will ; foraſmiich: 
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4.8 © 4 Preſervaiine._ 
as God cannot; do what he hath ſolemnly declared he will not 
do; and thatfor this plain and zrrefragable reaſon, becauſe: God, 

cannot deny. himſelf. NY "3.1 
And now haye, we not reaſon to put: the. queſtion, and en- 
quire, whither;went the Spirit of God-from the Inſpired writers, 
to reſt, upon the head of this /mpoſtor , who makes his excep- 
ns. to what they have declared as the peremtory and. unalter- 
able decree of God?;; Nay who boldly ventures to affirm that, 
which Balaam could not be h:red to. utter ,. tho tempted to 1t by 
the wages of unrighteouſneſs; but makes that” pious acknowledge- 
ment Numb. 23. God ts not a man that he ſhould lie, nor the ſon of 
man, that he ſhould repent : hath he ſaid, and ſhall he not do 1t ? 
hath he ſpoken, and ſhall he not make it good? Now 1f it be Im- 
Poſſible. for God to ie, then it is not poſſible for him to alter 
the ſentence concerning. the final ſtate of .men; which is de- 
livered in Scripture in ſuch terms, as plainly evince it to be 
his peremptory.and irrevocable decree : The happineſs of; the Righ- 
teous, 'and the puniſhments of the wicked, as to the extent of ther 
duration , being expreſled in the ſame words, and in the ſame 
ſentence :, and 1f1t_ be poſlible to know any thing' of the 4b- 
ſolute and. Immutable pleaſure of God; the wit of man: could not 
contrive any plainer words,. then what the w:Jdom of God hath 
already. made uſe of, to declare his final _ and unalterable 'in- 

tentions, concerning. the eyerlaſting puniſhment of the wicked. 
Beſides it deſgryes: to, be conſidered, that this Declaration is 
not only {ciao the manner of a threatnimg, but. ikewiſe 
by way of pred:&:0n;.in the fulfilling of which, the' veracity of 
God may ſcem to be more particularly concerned, than inthe 
execution of a bare Threatning delivered in a Sermon, or Ex- 
hortation, or the like. Now 1n thoſe glor:ous vefjons which were 
communicated to St. Fohn which he ſtiles the word of God, the 
Teſtimony and Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, concerning the things which 
were, and which ſhould be hereafter, Rey. 1. v. 1,2, 19. which. are 
ſtyled the true ſaymes of God, chap. 19. v. 9. the words that are 

faithful and true ch. 21. v. 5. Ifay in theſe viſions are contained, 
as the ſtateand eyents of the Church till the final diſſolution of all 
things; fo likewiſe thecondition and fate of the Righteous and 
. " ES Wicked, 


Aains$7 Socmmaniſm. 49 
Wicked, after thejudgmont of the laſt day. Ch;- 20, 21. he tells 
us that he ſaw the dead, both ſmall and great , ſtand before God, 
and they were all judged atcording to Met works and whoever ' was 
not found written- ' he. Book. of Life\* wa# caſt into the Like of 
fire, ver.'x 5. called yer. to. 'the lake of fie and brimſtone, where-the 
Devil, and the Beaſt, anid the" falſe Prophet- ſhall be tormented "day 
and night* for ever'and ever. oO 1 
And what i {aid in general of the wicked, we are afſured 
ſhall betide the fearful; and” wnbilicvers ; and' the abommable atid 
murderers, atid'foretrevs, ant{vkolaters.cand all iars, who Jhall have 
thetr 'part "in'that Yake; which burieth torth fire and bremſtorie; Rev. 
21/8. thi s that Farhace of fre" which our" bleſſed Savioitr ſo 
often 'mentioneth;" Mat,x 3. 42, fo: that everlaſting fire” prepared 
for the devil and fs Angels, Mat.\2.5. 4x, That fre; which again 
and apain”he '\wſſires\tiy Mark. 9g: /hallnee bo quenithed 5 no leſs 
then five times "within the compaſs of Nix:werſer, 43,44, 455 46, 
47, 48. t6-detlare' 'anto by this" Repetition; the certainty*of 
this thing;as inthe caſe of Pharaoh's Dream, which was doubled 
to aſſure him that the thing was eſtabliſhed by God. Gen. 41. 32. 
- The wit of 'man could not/ find out' words thore full and 
fignificant; to expreſs the"\e/owa/-avifrorof theſe puniſhments, 
an Gods maltabls purpoſe to'inflift them!” Now'to ſay, not- 
withftanding all this, that yet in the concluſion, things may hap- 
pen: tobe otherwiſe: then - what the' Son of ' God" hath declared, 
and this jervant' of 'God hath foretold, is with" great boldneſs 
to 'contradict them: both : and 1t be poſſeble that theſe pre- 
ditions may not" be- accompliſhed, then the! words 'are not 
faithful and true, that'is ; are not imdoubtedly' and abſolutely 
true: ſo 'that- at the fame 'time, that Sormmus puts an end to the 
certarnty 'of Hell 'Torments-, he doth likewiſe put an end'to 
the certaznty of the writings of the New "Teſtament , and the 
preaictions that are contained there: which is highly deroga- 
tory -to_ the Anthority of thoſe ſacred Writings, and particu- 
larly of the Revelation of St. Sohn ; which: looks' too mach like 
the ' #akeng away from” the words of the Prophecy of * that Book ; 
which 'yet_I hope xt is hot, becauſe of that dreadful' paniſh- 
ment which attends thoſe: thatdo = Rev. 22, 19. In ſhort, if 
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things may happen otherwiſe than, St. Zoh,, foreſaw;” and forge 
told; ſome Scepticks..and. Infidels, : Which: the. age we liye in 
doth. too: much, abound; with, may. be '\apt..to'account- that a. 
dream, which: he 'calls-a v1þin 3, and.to think, the-holy marn'was 
was; ſcarce awake when he pretended.\to foreſee theſs things, 

Neither ought the, caſe, of; Tzmporal threatnange be '. objected 
here in favour of Scinuss aſſertion: foraſmuch- as;God. bim- 
ſelf hath told us, that 1 inal ſuch Threat We) A condition is 
"0 (onhar an ey 


neon , wy 'þ on oe 
No xp . whom FL Ties 


Nimaeh, aplepar =_—_ *- poof co Was. « femingy wn Y, 
yet the'executioni was, ſuſpended. upon, their. Rupees * which 
was the end of the threatning;. | 

But asto the puniſhments af th the. life w come., the, threat- 
nipgs of them muſt be. a6ſolate\ aud: unconditional taraimugh. 28 
there can then,be no-.,noom!for. Repenteniara win, 
every mans. ſtate will | then be finally determined: be thatiins 
filthy wall be filthy. ſtill , without, any, poſſibility. of change ,:or 
hope of pardon: and this is that which fills up. the meaſure 
of the puniſhment of the damned : he: that, finned without the 
fear of God in} this. life; ſhall be..puniſhed , without Mercy. a the, 
next ; 'and this deſpair;, will, be that, worm- which...wilh iced 
upon him to all eternity, which ſhall ever_ torment, but; never 
devour the finner , who will then become. a; tergoy” to himſelf 
and an .cyerlaſting amazement. 

In ſhort therefore, and to ſumm up all that remains to be ſaid 
upon. this ſubje& 3. he that oes about to- weaken | the farce. of 
thoſe declarations which God hath- made , concerning the eter- 
nal. puniſhmenf of the. wicked, gives. a dangerous.blaw to. all re- 
vealed Religion, of which, we can haye. no. certainty , if once 
we undermine the ata of God, which 1s the foundation up- 

p on 


on which it* is built; and" by whicH/it'is ſupperted. But you 
will fay-the -hopes which 'Sorinds gives the inner are but very 
flender,- and thoſe remote ones; which yo man in point of 


prudence.or fafety Thouldtyenturetts tdy*wpon. -T'confeſs' T 
think ſo too { butfor alÞ this finyers will, be bold and pre- 
fumtu6us: © and\'yoi.canfot wonder that*men-{kbuld grafp at 
anything; lay hold upbn''any* the 'wenkeft tie, rather than 
fk: into” Hell ''But'if this be not' enongh, Socrnusr can give the 
finner more" poſitive*and dire&t. cntduragement ;- ſuch as will 
nob only!put- and'end' tothe ThWents of "Hell, but likewiſe to 
is-own va ak fuperſictions fears coriterning, "them; and will 
exttmmfſb thoſe flanes, whith our bleſſed®Saviour {who one 
would-.think ſhould beſt know? [hath aflured us are ungquenchable : 
But»bf'this'more hereafter.” 70700 om 

-/Now'if what" hath bin\hithertofaid/ is not:fifficient to ſhew 
tle mprety* and "Hebeftablineſs of thee Socmitin? notions, he that 
zwillbe at'the pains! t6 peruſeE-their writings! br will but/have 
the patience to read whatiis here trafiſeribed"lout-of them, 
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| ar #rerinn to; God, but; it 18 arO proj acy 
repreſenting. thereby 40: ,us the verieus 
Ec AP ws dence towards divers objects, who 
gs; they,,axe cad JJifferent. qualitits ard dijjpeſtray; 1o. 
Gon pleaſed. mr a brat Fi, _ Lo 
1 Men 1NG&eC ATHIC HAM; ene, PRAIGTPUES:: AnQ1 Pajjions, 

but do not-10..in God,.who; amidſt the yaxiety of the actions 
and diſpoſitions of men,. an, ts Je me. 4uitably: to::them, 


CAL ratzons. 


yet in his. eſlence..,c by Jew: i any hertar- 
bation.or the le buf fed ht Tous Ard ;ther Rennes tolb ns, 
and Rae ey Limburg, that.the to.God 5, 


not with reſpec&t-to;,Godz but, with:a went ig: tho®' objects 

about. which L the acts; of his /providenee! ave. canyerſant,,/ac- 
cording to that known maxime of the-School-men, ofiiber ts tt 
den. ONES and; Hd tas, he. 1s nn 4 is little _ 
int ©: Sec ouerthrowe ate- le 
allexts 6 OSD rye por enples Hira{ell; that. _ 
1s Opinany !\-- 


cannot; NC 
| For firſt. he as affections) to be acts, of, as: Grain 
calls them commotions of Gods will, which ſome have. —_ 
could: not. be -properly.; GD to ph without\ overthrowing 
of: his- Gmape. mataet -But 


the, ſomplcity as ;well-28 a 
Ay that pol ris Hr it 

2: He makes Hhele paſlions :n God to: be Analogy. tangle 
_ men, without which. Zalogy,.or reſemblance; there. is.n0 reaſon, 
be ny, why. the Scriptures,hould afcribe; them! to God: & 
uihil hs Angl an obs Deo: Arles nulla; appatebst; - porn Mu CUT: "5 
dem, cunnaffobtibus Jnmonis. nowinibus ; afipylntane Soaithh Lemberg, 
Loc.. ſara aitgrn, ke ons enim "414 00h6K\\ Fact cemmotionasi quadain 
atque molinatzones- ae farms y,. ; Fils we: corre mourn U0= 


' 1. Nox cum velatione ad ipſum Deum, ſed in ; ordine ad 2ofe objefta, s extra 
denn int, ciyca-gue in er 'F.jib.-z. Cap-10. 2 See Epi rice 
Ei hath: aj jr hi. Divinity, : Inſt. F'b) Ribigc icapiae.!: Quod-tar foo 

acipinder ain? zulj.propric-ac per, Þ Deo. art: c0ngra 2m ith 

Deo cre mus 5 nal us e Natura dromorum | 7 eFium V7X - aliter 42 nobis. concips 
atque eftimari poteſh, Then! ex naturs' manmorum; Fob ” PriZlitudinem 

* Avalogiam quam habent cum ſeri. humans. ; 

untas 


gains. Soctmaniſm. $3 
lentas. druma m fe complefitar... . So ſaith. Crelkus Cap. 26. þ. 197. 
and here I think. they perfe&tly agree. But for once we will 
make ſo bold. as to ask theſe Gentlemen, whether when the 
Scriptures attribute hands, and feet, and.. ezes and. ears to. God, 
they thmk. that there is ſomething in\.the nature of God that 
1s; Analagous; and-. bears .any reſemblance to. thele parts of a 
mans. Body, without which they. could not with any reaſon 
be. applyed./to him. .... | 
[Tho I. have. reaſon .not.to. be over confident. of a Socinzan, 
yet. in this caſe I will take it for granted, they. would both 
an{lwer, 1g the negative,. and. that there. were here no avayia, 
but what the Fathers,. and particularly St. Chryſoſtame upon many 
occaſions ſooften mention, oryzambans, nay there.is pe343©» & 
uTepBoay,'or, if in imitation. of St. Paul you will: joyn thefe two 
words: together, ; there is vrigamy puixe9®>. ms ovyxambdcius; 
' nothing to. be4uppoſed in God, by way. of reſemblance, but 
an. exceeding great and adorable condeſcention. in him , who 
ſtoops, to'Qur- capacities, and © ae ſome: properties and opera- 
tous of his, by ſuch parts, which. are the Inſtruments of the like 
operations .in men. | 1130 | 
So with the. ſame truth, and for the ſame reaſon it ſhould 
be averred, when human paſſions arealcribed to God, it is not 
by-, reaſon, of any reſemblance that. 18 between. God and Men 
in, theſe, affeazons; bat by reaſon. of. that Analogy or fomulitude 
that-is. to-be found between the operations of Gcd, and theſe 
ations. of men; which them ariſe from ſuch, commotrtons of the 
Sool. which we call, paſlions but. z2 God proceed from. his /m- 
þlo. ang uncompeunded nature, who 1s, Infinite 1and unchangable, 
and; therefore as our Church..mn, conformity, to: the, Scriptures 
hath taught us to believe, zs ,vathout parts and without paſſions. 
Artgcle xe. ') cio | ouch 255 
The Imprety of this opinion will further appear from a 
conſideration of thoſe particular paſſions which the , Socrnans 
affirm to bein God;: which cannot truly, be aſcribed to him, 
-without ai great a ſparagement; to-his-Infinite- and- adorable; per- 
tions, and thoſe*are Pear and Grief: under which we muſt 
comprehend ſorrow and repentance, which properly rej 
G 3 things 
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oo Of Profervith. 
things paſt, whereas" }ricf *and trouble which" alwaies attend it 
indifferently refſpett' _ either paſt or preſent. - And theſe 
are paftions which —r Mrily /infer'a weakneſs 'm God, fach"as 

. 2 APY 


a Sock word not allow'irt his wifeand virtuous man. ,-'- 1" 
5"And'firſt' for fear, Crellpir * will tell us that tho' at firſt view 
this' paſſion *cahhot” without ſeeringdbſardity be" attributed 
to God, yet he is truly lyable to 1t,' and indeed it 75 the ne- 
ceſſary effect of his wiſdom, as 1t 15 converſant 'about creatures 
prone 'and lyable to-fm. * And' this he/proves'from ' Deut. 22." 26, 
25. Tail” Twiuld featter: them mnto'corners; F woultl make the re- 
miembrants of them ta teaſe among” men, were'it- not that I feared 
the abrlth, of he" Eiiemy, leaſt their aidoerſaries' ſhould ſay;'ouf hand 
#5 high, andthe Lord Jah not done all this,” And then” refers' you 
to two'otherplaces before mentioned, Exod. j5>. and Numb. 14. 
where" we" have inſtances; as he tells us; of Gods/altering'his | 
Purpole of deſtroying He Children of Tfrael, out of this prin 
<iple of fear't :' eaſt the” Feathens atid particularly,” the- Epypte- 
ans, eu mifronftrue his*a@tiqns and” for” want" '6f knowitg 
the true rea{6ns which” moved him to' this ſeverity, -impate"'rt 
either to a malicious deſegn , as if he had reſcued them out'of 
the hands, 'and delivered them from' the "Tyranny of Pharaoh, 
that'he might Have the Glory of their overthrow in the 'wil- 
_ dernefſs: or eHe'to his Impotence that he was not able ts 'com- 
pleat their deliverance, and to bring them into'the Land which 
he had ſo often promiſed them. Now God to ſave his honour 
which elſe 'might have ſuffered by this aCtion, and to prevent 
the. #þbraidmgs of his Enemies, which he was extreamly afraid 
of”, was prevailed upon by the *Entreatres of Moſes,” and the 
reaſons which he offered, to ſpare thoſe, whom in his thoughts 
he SY devoted th deſtruttion.” E QJed 2452 OVIGG 
He further refers his reader to ſeyeral other places where God 


— of _ 


T 


1 Sapientize iþfins , quatenus circa creaturas verſatur in peccata pronas , effectum 
fe ripe meceſſarinm, Cap. 31:p. 224. 2: Mojes' Dewin 4 propoſito perdendi po- 
- pubs 1/+-delitici)revotaſſe dicitar,' Argumento metuendi:mali\ Eventis; quod; feil. |Hq- 
ftes Deum effent, calumniaturi, uidetur Deus. bunc eventum, utpote ſua naturapoſ< 
fibilem, ſuo modo metuiſſe , & propterea 4 propoſito ſuo receſſiſe. ' Vorſt. Not ad 
'Diſp.ro. p45. POR INS If laatts 


Wo 1s 


| Againſt Soctnianiſm. F5 
is ſaid to do ſomething, which otherwiſe he was unwilling to do, 
or to omit the doing of ſomething which before he was reſolved upon, 
as Gen. 5. 22. Exod. 15.17. 35. 3. Gc, out of a uſt fear of what 
might happen: and this. 1s fo-far from being with him an: Ar- 
gument of Imperfection , that he faith it 'is the reſult of wiſ- 
dom:and ajuſt caution, in foreſeeing ſome probable events, and 
thus wiſely preventingthem. 1b:d, ey | 
2.. For grief and trouble, thele likewiſe: by the ſame Meta- 
phor are to be aſcribed to God ,' that: is, faith Gels, foral- 
muchas all Metaphors ariſe from /m/:tude, ſomething lhe theſe 
mulſt be found in him. And for proof of this he quotes all 
thoſe; places 'of Scripture, where. God-is ſaid: #0: be provoked, to 
be'diſpleaſed and grieved, Pſ, 78. 40, 46: Þſ. 106.33. Eſay. 3. 8. 
2 Sam: 11; 27. and particularly that memorable place, Eſay. x. 14. 
where: God is:1aid-to; hate: the New Moons and; Feaſts, of the 
ewis, 'they are' a :trouble:to. me fauth God; { am weary to bear them. 
Where 'he\hath this remark Cap, 31.'p. 319 theſe: things are then 
ſaid to be:;troubleſame.\to us, and which; nie:( cannet well bear *, 
which bring wneaſmeſs and a. certain d:/queet along with them. 
And-to ſay and:think this.of God, is ſo far from tending to 
bis diſhonour, that the: contrary; conceit would . oyerthrow all 
Relipion',:-foraſmuch-as| it would /introduce. an Opinion con- 
cerning God fits, only . for Stgzcks: and Epicureans to entertain 
of him : quis erm, laithhe', who can form ſuch. a notion 
of God, as' of 'one._ that 18 not. affetted with pleaſure , nor ſenſible 
of pain., mſi; qui'ad Epicureorum vel Stoicorum ſaltem ſententiam 
ae: Deo arcedere wilt. ? Loc: citat. 321,-a God enjoying pure and 
unmixed pleaſure, perfett reſt. and an uninterrupted tranquillity , 
never a:ſturbed with | paſſions, nor azfordered'by any of the aCti- 
ons of men, or the changes and revolutions that. happen in 
the world ; this dodrine concerning him is fit not to be 
preached in the Temples of Chriftians, -but to be publiſhed 
m the; Schools; of .Zeno. and Epicurus. Indeed: we are be- 
holding. to him-for that /beral conceſſzon, that this trouble and 


es 


' 1 Ea Demum molefta ſunt, & in illis ſuffineudis laboramus , que delerem aliquem 
nobzs afferunt. 


grief 
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56 P40 Preſervatroe 
grief which he ſuppoſes to be in God, doth not ariſe from 
any Internal cauſes , fach as are the indiſpoſitions of 'Body ar 
mind which occaſion grief in men, and. make them .unealy.: 
but only from external motives and reaſuns, 'vz3, the actions: of 
his creatures *. So that what God cannot do himſelf; he'hath 
put it into the power of þis Creatures. to effett,' and that if it were 
not for the folles and impzetres of men he would be entirely: hap= 
þy, perfebtly at reſt ; all that grief and trouble which-affefts him, 
1s {olely - owing; to the: actions -of I” creatures, and not.to; 
A'very Pious | ctinovalgy 
ment 1 } "s. BS. 7 S851 7 

\Laftly., for that ſort of yy which ref] 5thir G 
which we call Repentance, this likewiſe 1s rap or wa rv 
ad not that only which fignifies the alteratzon of 7 & 
or a change of his will, . of which-we have 1ſpeken by 
(which may indeed be called) Repentance)"but thiw Gaich Lrel| 
lius is  dilutzor Metaphora * Y but\\as it''betokens the- paſſion ani 

z#ion it ſelf, Andi for this he quotes Gen. 6.7... where its 

faid, that God repented that he made man, and-that it griev- 
ed him at the heart, 'This 1s affe#:0 '2n deo ingrats, 16:4.” - af- 
feQion that brings ' moleſtarzos with it, arifing in God: when he 
ſees that: thaſe his ations which' wece ſo well defigned-by hin, 
by the folly and malice of men,:are:fo far: OIL þ as' t& 
produce effects 1o contrary to his /ntenttons. | 

Now againſt all this it would be very natacal for men to 

obje, and the Socman eafily foreſaw it , That: what is thus 
aſſerted, muſt be: quite contrary to the ſenſe of mankind," and 
to thoſe notions which naturally arife in mens minds concern- 
ing the perfeRtions of Almighty God ; for to ſuppoſe ſuch varte- 
ty of commotions in the mind of God , theſe ſometime 
oppoſite to ane another , which cannot but occafion in him mo- 
leſtation and trouble ; which muſt be further ingreaſed, when he 
finds his defens baffled, his Councils everthrown , is author; ity ide- | 
ſpiſed ;; which obliges him oftentimes to change his own pur- 


1 Ex rebus extra deum exifenriber 5 quas. in creaturarum arbitrio poſuit , Ibid. 
P. 320. Ibid. p. 322. 
poſes, 


Leainſt Socinianiſm. 57 
poſes, and revoke his decrees: one would think that all this 
ſhould really: be not only a derogation to his Infinite perfettions, 
but. likewiſe-a dzmimution of his happyneſs. 

1/t. As to what concerns the perfett:ons of God, Crellins will 
tell you, that nothing of all this that is afſerted of the nature 
of God 1s an Argument of Imperfettion. It is true, he hath not 
the ſame notions of the pertections of God as you have. You 
may perhaps think him Infinite, but that is a- weakneſs in you 
to think 10: he 1s fnzze in his bezng, and conſequently mult be 
{o in his Operations: he 'is hideited in his preſence to certain 
ſpaces.: his knowledge hath its juſ# bounds ; he is mutable and 
lyable to change: he 1s extended« and for that*reaſon muſt be 
made up of parts; in him you may find a compoſitzon' of ſub- 
ſtance and accidents, and theſe oftentimes contrary to one a- 
nother : he is cloathed with pailions, which have ſuch a: re- 
ſemblance to thoſe weakneſſes of our nature, that from- a * con- 
ſideration of humane paſſions, we muſt make a judgement and 
frame our apprehenfions of thoſe motions which are to be 
found in God. ; 

_ And theſe motzons in God are ſometimes more calme, at other 
times more v2o/ent and impetuous, the Impieties of men provok- 
ing him to that degree: that he is earneſtly bent upon their 


deſtruction, but afterwards calmed by their prayers : now angry 


at men for their Sins, by and' by appeaſed by their Repentance. 
Sometimes you will find him doing a thing, by and by. re- 
penting the doing of it; one while r2ſolved upon one action, 
and anon: reſolving the quite contrary: and all this to be found 
truly and formally in God, and not in that figurative ſenſe 
in which the Scriptures aſcribe them to him. For ſaith the 
lame Author, ſeparate all impurity from thoſe paſſions, all 
corporeal mixture, nay 1t muſt. be - concretzo terrent P_—_ the 
mixture. of a terreſtrial body, that you may not miſtake him : 
for there is a ſpiritual Body, and Celeſtial matter which may be- 


—— 


—_— ”= 


r Ex affeFuunm humanorum natura , -# quibus ipſe Dei ſpiritus ob Analogiam, 
ac ſomilitudinem voces ad. Deum transfert, eſtimanda nobis erit natura illorum v9- 
luntatis Dei actuum, Cap. 29. de Aﬀect. Dei. p. 297. . 
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A Preſervative 


long to God himſelf: in ſhort exclude all Impotence and Im- 

perte&tion from theſe affeQions, (and indeed 1t muſt be a ve- 

ry nice and ay wg abſtraction'that is able to do it) and 
re 


Fo 


then whateyer remains in the #rze notzon and formal conteption 
of theſe. paſtons, are ſtill to be ſuppoſed and muſt be left 
there, when applyed to God himſelf, Sejungendas quecunque Im- 
perfettionem aut Imbecillitatem reſjpunt, cetera, que in natura cer- 
nuntur affettuum lorum, quorum nomiaa deo- trubuuntur, efſe relin- 
quenaa. Ibid, 

But however tho this ſhould prove no Imperfettion, yet the 
wneaſmeſs and diſquiet, that 1s the inſeparable attendant on grief, 
and fear, and ſorrow, thoſe tormenting paſſions, muſt, one would 
think, 2nterrupt that . tranquillity whith we ſuppoſe God to be 
poſſeſt of, and conſequently be an abatement of. his happineſs. 

To-which he anſwers firſt m general, * that aswe ought not 
indecd to urge any expreſſions in Scripture, fo far as to op- 
pole the happyneſs of God; 1o neither onthe other hand ought 
we to irge the belzef of his happyneſs, ſo as to affirm him not 
to have a true ſenſe of evil, mixt with aneaſmeſs. | 
But more particularly, you muſt conſider im this' cafe that 
tho men. by their Sins * may: grzeve God, yet" they cannot hurt 
him: tho they may diſturb, yet they: cannot deprive him, -o6f 
any -6f his efſential -perfetions. That 1s ſomething, but'not 
enough ;: for among men we are apt to account 'it 'an” withap- 
pyneſs to be robbed of our eaſe and quiet, tho they that 
o ſhould not have it m their power 'to deprive us of any 
thing elſe. | 2h, pg 

Therefore 2/y, tho there are ſome things of that force'as to. 
be able to create dolorem&5 moleſtzam, grief and moleſftation-to God ; 
yet the number of thoſe other things which aftorde ' him'ſa- 
tisfactionand pleafure, doſo far exceed and overballancethem 5, 
that they do much abate the' troable and uneafinel(s' that'is'oc- 


1 Ut jucyndum quendam rerum malarum ſenſum ei tribuere non liceat. Tdem 
Cap. 31. p. 321., 2 Ea que voluntati divine adverſa"fint , illins beatitudinem 
z0u &vertunt aut lzdunt. Ibid. 3 Ut vim ingratarum rerum & moleftiam quam 
ferere j0//unt, aut toll int, aut imminuunt, p. 321. 


canoned 


e Againſt Socinianihn. 59 
calioned by them : a Bleſſed Apology for the perfeftions and hap- 
þyneſs . of Allmighty God! 

_ And thus much ſhall ſerve to be ſaid upon the firſt head, 
concerning the nature of God conſidered abſolutely in himſelf, 
and his diyine attributes ; by which we may ſee the differ- 
ence between what the Scriptures ſay, and what the Socintane 
afhrme of him: and I doubt not but the pious Reader, will 
not only be offended, but ſtruck with a. juſt horror and amaze- 
ment, at the boldneſs and unpiety of theie blaſphemers, whoare 
thus injurious to their maker, and think and ſpeak thus diſ- 
honourably of him. But how little regard, and how mean ſo- 
ever their conceptions be of God, yet they have a good opinion 
of themſelyes; in that they make n6t only their -reaſon to be 
the a—_—_— Fudge of his revelations, but even their own paſ- 
frons and weakneſs, the rule by which they meaſure, at leaſt make 
an- eſtimate of his znfnzte nature and moſt adorable perfettions ; 
an attempt, beſides the impiety of it, more ridiculous, then if 
a man ſhould endeayour to take the dimenſions of the Hea- 
vens with a fingle ſpan, or to fathome the depth and reach the 
bottome of the Ocean with his little finger. 

In the next place we muſt confider God Relatzely in the 
great myſtery of the Trmmty. And that which the Scriptures 
| teach us to belieye of this matter, 1s briefly ſummed up in 
the firſt Article of our Religion eftabliſhed in this Church 
concerning faith in the Holy Trimty, in theſe words; 1n the 
_ of the Godhead there be three perſons, of oue ſubſtance, Power 
and Eternity, Bather, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. Or as it is with 
ſome alteration of words, but to the ſame purpoſe expreſſed, 
in the Doxology to be repeated upon Trinity Sunday ; wherc- 
in. we are taught to make this acknowledgement of Almighty 
God, That he 1s one God, one Lord, not one only perſon, but three 
perſons in one ſubſtance ; for that which we believe of the Glory of 
the Father, the ſame we believe of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
without any difference or inequality. A brief but comprehenſive Epi- 
tome, of what is more largely declared and explained, in the 
Creed,. which the Socinzans and Remonſtrants have ſo great a 
{pight againſt, commonly called the Athanaſian Creed. _ 
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bo A Preſervative | Cw 
This is the Faith of. all the Reformed Churches, being herein 


 Agreeable to the doctrine held by the Church- of God in all 


Ages, ever fince the firlt planting of Chriſftiamty in the world; 
what we and they believe of this:matter, being conformable 
to the plain and expreſs declarations of Scripture, and eſpe- 
cially of what Chritt and his ' Apoſtles have. delivered to us 
concerning this matter, in the writings of the New Teſtament. 
For this you may conſult the Harmony of ther Confeſſions ; both 
Lutheran and Caloiniſt all exa&tly agfeeing in this doctrine, with- 
out any the leaſt difference orivanety : where' you may hke- 
wile ſee the conſent of the Catholick Church from the firſt 
Ages next to that of the Apoſtles, from whoſe inſpired writings 
the Fathers received this Dodtrine, which by an wnenterrupted 


Tradition, thro all the ſucceſhve Ages of the Church, hath bin 
delivered and brought down to the: times we live in: In this 


Faith we have all bin bapr:zed, being at our firſt admiſſion in- 


-to the Chriſtian Church, ſolemnly conſecrated to the worſhip 


and ſeryice of thoſe three ever bleſſed and glorious perſons, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt Mat. 28. Theſe being the three that 
bear witneſs in Heaven, and theſe three are- one, 1 Fo. 5. 7; 
For that Text we thall not eafily part with, notwithſtand- 
ins the Cavils of the Socinzans, and the over officious endeavours 
of ſome others, whether Papiſts or Proteſtants, who would . 
weaken the Authority of that Teſtimony, and thereby rob us 
of the advantage of it. For tho ſome Greek MSS. want it, 


yet there are others more approved and of greater antiquity 
in which you may meet with it. Beſides 1t 1s. to be found 
in the writings of the Ancients, Tertull. Cypr. Athanaſius, and 
Ferome who quote theſe very words: and it you haye a mind 


to know'-more of this matter, without going any further , 
you may peruſe what Mr. Poole in. his Synopſes hath quoted out 
of Gerhard, Dr. Hamond and other Writers in vindication of 


this Text. | 


From which, I think, it will appear, that the Authorzty of this 
place remains clear and- in full torce, notwithſtanding the at- 
tempts that have b'in made to overthrow it. Tho it we gave 
up this Text, yet we ſhould not the holy DoQrine contained 

| - 11k: 


Aeamſt Socinianiſm. 61 
in it, which is ſo. plainly delivered in other places of Scrip- 
ture, and thines there with ſo bright a luſtre, that a man had 
need wink hard, who would ayoid the conviction; or eliec muſt 
have ſo great a confidence in his Eyes, that he may hope' in 
time to ſtare the Sun it ſelf out :of countenance. | 
For as in ſome places of Scripture he will find the wnzty 
of the Godhead afſerted; ſo in others he will find the name, and 
not only ſo, but to ayoid any Cavils and exceptions that may 
> about the ambiguous fignification of that word ;, he 
d the” ſame divine Attributes, and Operations, on all hands 
ackn&wledged to belong to God the Father, aſcribed hikewiſe 
tothe Son and the Holy Ghoſt ; who yet are allwates men- 
tioned- as :diftin&t from one another: from whence by an eaſfic 
. and a neceſſary deduction, 1t muſt unavoidably tollow, that fince 
they are really aiſtinguiſhed trom each other, and-yet agree in 
the ſame common nature, as ' the ſame properties and the ſame 
operations 1rrefragably evince ; they mult be, what we have bin 
taught hitherto -to believe and profeſs of them, in the Lan- 
'gnage of the Church, three Perſons and one God. - And as 
we pretend to agree in the ſame doCtrine with the Ancient 
Church, ſo I think it 1s highly -titting, 'and for many: juſt rea- 
ſons in a manner. neceſſary, to- preſerve” the ſame words in 
which it hath bin delivered down to us, 1n oppoſition to any 
new modes of ſpeaking. For the Ancient words by preſcription 
and. long uſe, have obtained both ' a zuft Authority among 
Chriftians, and a ſerled and determimate fizmfication : whereas new 
phraſes may be liable to great exceptions, and introduGive at 
long run of new and unwarrantable opinions about. theſe my- 
ſteries; beyond the intention- of them, who firſt made uſe of 
them, : L 7 j 
Now againſt all this: the Socmmans. will' tell you, that thus 
doctrine. concerning the Trinity is\ſo far from being a fun- 
damental truth, that it is indeed the foundation of all the errors 
that have crept into the Chriſtian Church ;_ as being oppoſite 
to the Scriptures, and plainly repugnant to reaſon: 1t 1s a Po- 
prſh dottrine, To ſaith Socinus Lib. quod Reg Polon. &C. cap. 4. 10 
Welſmg.. Lib, de Offic, Homies Chriſtzani, and by 1o laying they do 
% rg | H. 3 exceed- 
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62 4 Preſervative | 
exceedingly adyance the Reputation of Popery , by making 
it of ſo great and venerable antiquity, embraced by all ſound 
Chriſtians ever fince.the Apoſtles days. 1t 1s- a Pagans/ho opi- 
#10n, Ethniciſmum ſapit, ſo ſaith Smalcins, Exam, Cent. Err, SO 
oppoſite to reafon, that it. 1s a wander how any. man 1n his wits 
could ever have thought of it. So faith Offorod. he cannot 
imagine, guomodo hom: wullt ratione pradto mm mentem venre poſ- 
fet. Inſt. | Rel. Chriftianz Cap. 4. that is, ſure- it conld never 
hayg entred. into any mans head, that. eyer had any brains - 
there. Nay it is not only a very fooliſh, but a very dangerous 
error, that puts. a ſtumbling block, and rab in mens way 'to 
Heaven. Strange that that doctrine ſhould be thought an hin- 


- drance to mens happineſs, the belief of which by all good Chri- 


ftians hath hitherto bin thought neceſſary to ſalvation : but 
ſo it 1s if you believe Socrnus, Lib. ſupra cit. eodem cap, 

And indeed it is no wonder it ſhould hinder men from go- 
ing to Heaven, if it be true that Yolkel. tells us, that this dos ” 
Erine of the Trinity is. not an Error that is owing. to the 
ignorance and miſtakes of Men, but to the deluſion of the 
Devil *. ' That it is a blaſphemous DoCtrine. as-another of them 
faith 2, hatched in Hell, and from thence fetched by the Son of 
Perdition, and obtruded upon the Church. And if this be ſo, I 
I muſt profeſs my ſelf to be of the ſame mind with 3 Smal. and 
to hope with him, that this abſurd and moſt falſe doctrine as he 
calls 1t, will ſhortly be chaſed and hifled out of the World. 

But farther, particularly concerning Chriſt, they tell us that 
he had no exiſtence before his formation 1n the womb of 
the Virgin : and the being which he then had was purely hu- 
mane, and 'therefore what 1s ſaid of the Divinity of Chriſt 


' is a mere fable +, owing to ſenſeleſs - and abſurd interpretati- - 


ons of Holy Scripture *. The Account of his Eternal Gene- 


. I Volkel. de Vera Relig. Lib. 5. Cap. 9g. 2 Sunt blaſphema Ddgmata , ex imo 
. Oreo, per filium perditionis Ecclefiis Gentinm, virtute Satang obtruſa, Theod. Schim- 


berg. citat. 2 Gerhardo in Exeg. Loc. 3. de Trin. 3 Propediem Exſibilabitur ita 
ebſurdiſſiima ſimul, & falſiſſima de dei eſſentia Opinio. Stmal. Contra Franz. 4 Smgl. 
Refut. Smig. Fabula :/ta mundo tunc 10% innotuerat.. 5 Faceſſant hea imperite ac . 


 abfurde interpretationes,Socin. in5. Cap. 1. Epif. Johan, ver. 20. 


ration 


Lgainſt Socinianifhn. 62 
ration, is a meer Romance, falſe, impoſſible, a plain contradicti- 
on * ; the > contrivance of ſome idle trifling 
nothing elſe to do but to: invent ſuch abſurd and incredible notions, 
Here by the way, I muſt .defire the Reader to take no- 
tice not only of the .impiety, but likewiſe of the unparallel'd 
impudence and ſcurrility of theſe blaſphemers, and conſequently 
whether 1t be fit' to entertain any favourable opinion, of the 
doctrines of theſe men, and much more to haye their Perſons and 
Writings im admiration. be ; 

2ly, Concerning the Spirit - of God; they tell us that he is 
not a Perſon, as the Church of God hath hitherto vainly 
imagined : but only a quality, an accident ; ſometimes taken 
for the Innate power and virtue reſiding 1n God, and ſometimes 
for the operatzons that proceed from that virtue and faculty 3. 
Crelkus hath written a particular Treatiſe de Spiritu Santo, and 
therein he tells us that the word ſ{pirit4n its firſt and proper 
fignification, denotes + that breath which is expired; qut of the 
mouths of Men or other Animals ;.and from the reſemblance 
that is 'to' be found between them, it 1s transferred to fig- 
nify that divine virtue in God which wecall the Holy Ghoſt : 


and therefore when Chriſt, 0h, 20, 22. breathed on his Diſciples, 
and thereby conferred: upon - them the Holy- Ghoſt; 7 he. did 


thereby give them to underſtand ,- that the holy ſpirit was an 
 Emanation from God , not unhike a vapour or breathing. At this 
rate' the Holy: Ghoſt ſhould it ſeems be a ſubtile and tennui- 
ons ſabſtanee, | contrary to! what he afferts cap. 1.: where he 
-plainly -teNs\ns that-the Spirit: of/God not properly @ ſub- 
ftance bat a :quabty, therefore called in the Scripture the power 
ofthe moſt High, & virtus proprie qualitas eſt, p.466. 

-But foraſmuchas many things, by his own acknowledgment, 
.are-affirmed of, -and aCtions aſcribed to the Holy Ghoſt, . which 


WF 


1 Nuge, falſum, impoſſibile, contradiftionem implicat. Sal. Refut. Smigl. ad Nova 

' Monſt. Ar, 2 Idem Refut. Lib.de Incarn. cap. 3. Vanifſimum Commentum otioſorum 
Hominum. _} Vid-Smal. Refut. Lib. de Incarn. cap. 27. Socin. Tract. de Deo, & 
Contra Wier. & aiivipaſſim. 4 Flatum exore Animalis expreſſum. p. 455. 5 In- 
- dicavit Spiritum Satittum ejuſque 4 Deo & Chriſ/o. Emanationem ſeu Emiſſtonem , 
afflatui frue ſpiraculo eſſe ſimilem, Proleg. de Spirity Santo 161d. 
| cannot 
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64. e A: Preſervative 

cannot well agree- to qualities, but muſt ſuppoſe-the thing to 
which they are aſcribed to be a. ſubſtance ; ſuch as are - Local 
motion, Bodily ſhape, droifion and the hke:. to reconcile therefore 
theſe ſeeming. differences he 1s of Opimon, that the Spirit of 
God conſider d abſtractedly in it ſelf, 1s a meere quality ; but yet 
this vertue may be impreſſed upon, and conveighed into ſome 


ſubtile and cceleſtial matter, & ejus nature valde congrae, which 


is agrecable to its nature, {b:4. As we find the vital energy of 
the Soul communicated firlt to the Animal Sprrets, and by them 
to all the other parts of the Body: and as we find the influ- 
ences of the Celeſtial Bogres, and qualities of Terreſtrial ones, 
Heat, Light and Odors, conveighed in fome ſubtile efluyium's, 
from the Bodies in which they are, into the Air, and ſome other 


ſubjects at. a great diſtance. So ſaith he, by the Spirit of God 


is ſometimes meant that * tenuious matter which contains a di- 
vine quality in it, and by which it is -conveighed into the 
ninds of men: and in this ſenſe he conceives the ſpirit of 
God, may be called a Corporeal ſubſtance, which hath extenſion, 
and 1s capable of diviſion, as other Bodies tho ſpiritual are, 
And by this notion he thinks he hath found out an eaſy 
way, to ſolye the former difficulties concerning the Local mo- 
zzon of the Holy Ghoſt, and particularly, his deſcent upan our 
Saviour at the ting of his Baptiſm, and npon the Apoſtles 
in the day of Pentecoſt. Of his being poured out, of his be- 
ing oven, ſometimes in meaſure, and ſometimes without it : of 


his being divided and diſtributed and the like: which tho we ' 


interpret of the gifts, he doth of the nature and eſſence of the 


Holy Ghoſt, which. according to this account he gives of it, 


may like other ſteams and vapors be carry d here and there, an 
may be divided and diſtributed in greater and leſſer quantities 
as there 1s occaſion. And thus God took ſome-part of this Ce- 


leſtial matter , which contained that divine virtue with which - 


Moſes was enducd, and put it into the 70 Elders Numb, 11. 25, 


1 Materia ſubtilis, que qualitatem divinam in ſe habet,” &+ per quam in hominum 
pectova deferri {olet. Ibid. p. 476. 2 Io modo Spiritum Sanftum ſubRantiam quan- 
dam eſſe, eanque corpoream non eft negandum, Tbid.. 
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and in the ſame ſenſe Eliſha had @ double portion of the Spis - 


rit. of Elzas, that 1s, of that divine, ſteam and vapor which en- 
abled him to do wonders. TER 

Now if we ſhall further enquire what that Coeleftial matter 
1s, by which this divine quality which he makes to be the Holy 
Ghoſt, is conveighed and diſtributed among men ; he hath not 
determined, but hath left it to the Readers diſcretion to con- 
jecture: tho he hath given ſufficient intimation how he would 
have him-govern his Opinion. For in the other inſtances 
which be'produces, the quality and the efluvium's, proceed from 
the ſame ſubjef; and he gives you no limitation, no caution 
in the leaſt to think otherwiſe in this caſe : it 1s plain that 
ſome of his friends as he tells us , were of that Opinion , that 
the Spirit of God, was nothing but an Emanation, @ tenuious 
ſteam flowing from the very ſubſtance of God, as the breath doth 
out of our mouths and noſtrils * : quam ſententiam, ſaith he, 7 
medio relnquimus ; he will not give you his Opinion in this caſe, 
it being but fit that in matters of Religion, every man ſhould be 
left to his own freedom, and therefore he fairly leaves you 
to your own. It 1s plain, if he were not himſelf of that Opi- 
nion, yet he thought there was no harm in it; otherwiſe he 
would have given his Reader ſome caution about it, which he 
hath not in the leaſt done. 

And now we are come to the Bottome, or if you pleaſe, to 
the very dregs of Soctmaniſm, and that which is the true cauſe 
and fourſe of all thoſe extravagant, and indeed Blaſphemous No- 
tions which theſe men have of Allmghty God : who in their moſt 
refined and ted ſpeculations, cannot raiſe their thoughts to 
conceive any}ſubſtance above matter. It is true, they call God 
a Sprrit, but it 1s as certain that they mean « ſpiritual Body ; as 
appears by what Crellzus tells us when he comes to deſcribe God, 
and to give the * defin:tzon of a Spirit which is contained in that 


1 Crell. Proleg. de Spiritu zancto, p. 1. Subſtantia ſubtiliſiima Halitui Oris Ana- 
loga, & quemadmodum- ille ab Ore Emanat, ita Spiritus iſte a Deo. 2 Deus eſt Spi- 
ritus Eternus ; Spiritum autem cum nominamus, ſubAantiam intelligimus ab omni 
craſſitie, qualem in Corporibus oculorum arbitrio ſ#bjettis cernimns, alienam. Hoc [enſu 
Angelos dicimus ſpiritus, & aerem licet ſenſibus quibuſdam, ut taftui patentem, &y alia 
corpora haze fimilia. Lib. de Deo, & Attrib. Cap. 35. TX 
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deſcription. When we call God a Spirit, ſaith he, we mean 
a ſubſtance free from all that z#h:ic& groſs matter which is the 
objeft of our ſenſes ſhall I ſay? no thats too much, but which 
can terminate our feht; for a Spirit tho it be mvible, you muſt 
know it may be palbable; and ſuch is the acr ſaith he, to which 
the word Spirit is a genus, common to it, to God and Angels * : 
each of which are ſpirits, but that which is moſt ſubtile 1s 
likewiſe moſt ſpirituous, | 


And by this explication of the nature of a ſpirit, Crellius 
who calls God a ſpirit, and Socznus who plainly thought he was 
none, (as appears by his * forced and pervyerlſe Interpretation of 
thoſe words of Chriſt Fo. 4. 24. which contain as plam and 
clear a declaration of this great truth, as could be exprefied 
in words,) may very eaſily be reconciled. For whereas the 
Maſter denies God to be a ſpirit, he might by ſpit mean an 
zncorporeal, immaterial being ; and the Schalar by acknowledging 
him to be one, did not intend to'exclude matter from his con- 
fiitution ; but that he was not compoſed of ſuch thick groſs parts 
of” matter as our Bodies are, which can termmate the. fight; but 
of matter of a more zenuous and refined Contexture, more fubtzle 
perhaps, but of the fame nature with Aer or Ether, 

And from hence reſult all their [mpzous Oprons about God, 
in oppoſition to his Immenſity, fumplicity, Omnipreſence : Judg- 
ing of their Maker by themſelves; of his thoughts by their 
thoughts, of his waies by their waies, of his dealings with men 
by their own fooliſh paſſions: and in. ihort, meaſuring- all his 
Glorious and Incomprehenſible perfettions, by their own narrow and 
{ſhallow conceptions of ſenſible objef&ts. Hence it is, that we 
haye thoſe bold aſſertions of Vorſtius + Deus non eft infmnitus, 
nec 1n effendo nec in operando, Infimta virtus non eſt in Deo. Immen- 


1 Quorum unumgquodque hoc nomen tanto magis ſortitur, quanto eſt ſubtilias, Tbid. 
2 Vid. Vorſt. Not. ad Diſp. 3. de Natura Deip. 200. 3 Nor eft fortafſe eorum 
wverborum ſententia, quam plerique omnes arbitrantur, | Deum ſcil. eſſe ſpiritum :| ne= 
que enim ſubaudiendum efſe dicat aliquis verbum ts, quaſe vox ning Redo caſu ac- 
ciptenda ſit: ſed das xgwe repetendum werbum Cur6s quod paulo ante preceſſit ; & 
mig, quarto cafi accipiendum,ata ut ſententia fit, Deum querere & poſtulare Spiri- 


tas 


e Againſt Socintaniſm. 
fitas ſeu infimtas eſt 4a951amy. To be Infinite is impoſſible, and there- 
fore 10 far from denoting a perfeC&tion, that it implies a plain con- 
tradition. And among other Arguments which he makes uſe of 


to. prove: God: not to be Infinite, this 1s remarkable 1bz:d. p. 237. - 


Becauſe God at preſent, ſaith he, is ſeen by the Angels, and ſhall 
be ſo hereafter' by us, with our Bodily Eies ; and therefore not 
Infinite. For what 1s ſo cannot be comprehended by any ſenſe, 
as he rightly upon this ſuppoſition” argues: Qua debet efſe pro- 
portzo inter objettum perciprendum, & perſonam percipientem : and 
whereas 1t may be objected that the Beatrfick viſion reſpeQts the 
mmward fpeculation of the mind, and not the external perception 
of the Eies ; ſome indeed ſo interpret it, ſaith he, Sed neſcio an 
ſacrrs literis conſentaneum fit ; certe magnam future noſtre faliitatis 
partem hac explicatione tollere videntur. : 

Now if God be finite, it muſt further follow, and is plainly 
acknowledged - by theſe men, that magnitude and extenſion, and a 
true local preſence may and muſt be aſcribed to God: and this 
is 10 tar trom being by them looked upon to be derogatory to 
the nature and perte&ion of God; that the contrary notion 1s 
{couted by them, not only as falſe, but as abſurd and ridicu- 
lous, which aſlerts ſuch a preſence of God, as obliges us to be- 
lieve him not be confined to any certain place, neither to have 
any parts commenſurate to the parts of that place in which he 1s. 
For this 1f any thing muſt be the meaning of * Eprſcoprus's 
Atomica & Atopica efſentie arwine preſentia; which he rails and 
exclaims againit, and can ſcarce think of without horror and A- 
ſtoniſhment. | 

But - further, 1f Local preſence be aſcribed to God, I think 
Local motion may with good reaſon be ſo likewiſe; foraſmuch 
as it may be more honourable to God to Imagine that he may 
ſometimes change, then that he ſhould allwaies be Immoveadly 
fixed and confined to one certain place. Laſtly if extenſion may be 
attributed to God, and ſuch an extenfion as was ſaid before, 
which hath ts certain bounds and limits, by an unavoidable 
conſequence, Fzure muſt be aſcribed to him alſo : foraſmuch 


_ 


z Exam. Cenſurz in Conf. Rem, Cap. 2. p. 43. 
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as figure doth' naturally and neceſſarily reſult. from the zermz- 
nation of extenſion: this being the definition of a figure, que ſub 
aliquo vel - aliquibus termimnis comprehenditur. | 

And now at length we ſee what a bleſſed notion of Al- 
mighty God the Soc:nians have furniſhed us with ; how ſcan- 
aalous and dihoneurable to God, how repugnant to prety, how 
oppoſite to r:ght reaſon, and to thoſe ſober and jutt apprehen- 
ſions which that hath furniſhed many wiſe heathens with, who 
I am afraid may one day riſe up in Judgement againſt theſe 
men and condemn them. : 

It may be now time to draw towards a concluſion of this 
Diſcourſe, therefore I ſhall briefly ſumme up what hath been 


{aid upon this ſubject : that the Readers memory may be refreſhed | 


with the account which hath bin. given him, both of what 
the Scripture affirms of God, and what the Socenzans ſay of him. 


The Scriptures have informed us that our God 1s Infinzte, 


they ſay he is Frnzte, ours is Omntpreſent, theirs Limited and con- 


fined to a certain place: ours /mmutable, theirs Ltable to 


change ; ours 1s naturally juſt, theirs contingently 1o: ours neceſ- 
farily concerned in the government of the World, and taking 
care of humane affairs ; theirs might, like Ep:curus his Deity, 
fit at eaſe in the enjoyment of his own happynels, leaving the 
world to the condutt of chance ; and men to the gu:zdance of that 
which is equally uncertam, their own giddy and unſtable paſh- 
ons ; neither givipg them Laws for the regulating of their 
actions, nor afligning any puniſhments to the violation of them. 
Our God 1s Omn:ſctent, theirs 1gnorant of future and contingent 
events: ours without parts or paſſions, theirs compounded of one, 
and Jyable to the other; even to thoſe which argue the great- 
eſt weakneſs and infirmity, and which ſome of the Philoſo- 


phers thought inconſiſtent with the bravery and refolution of 


a wile and virtuous man. In ſhort, our God conſiſts of three 

blefled and glorions perſons, ſubfiſting in the ſame undivided 

efJence: They deny the divine nature of the Son, and yet by 

an unpardonable contradiction, ſay that he is a true God; and 
diown the perſonality of the Holy Ghoſt. 

From all which I think 1t will appear very evident, what 

| we 
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Aeainſi Socimaniſm. 69 
we undertook to make out at the beginning of this diſcourſe, 
that the 0bjet of their Religion and ours 1s different; and 
that will go a great way to prove that the Rel:gzons themſelves 
are 1o too. In ſhort, the difference between us 1s not ſo fmall 
as ſome 2gnorant people may 2magme, and ſome crafty and de- 
ſnmg perſons may pretend; among whom I cannot but reckon 
Curcelleus, who' moſt falſely and impudently againſt common 
ſenſe and reaſon, and therefore .one might be tempted to ima- 
gine, againſt hzs Conſcience , | would per{wade the world to believe, 
that the difference between us .and the Socimans,. in the point 
of the Divinity of the ſon of God, was a Awyeapayia., a con- 
tention about words rather then any. real. dzfference, in a matter 
of faith: which 1s quite contrary to the notion that either the 
Orthodox or the Soctnzans have of this matter: who lay a great- 
er and. truer ſtreſs upon/their Opinions, then this man doth, 
who '/pretends'to bleſs the world [with a diſcovery of what 
no body ever knew/ before. 

But I believe the Reader who hath peruſed. the foregoing dil- 
courſe, will be induced to believe that either the Socenans or we 
are in a very great mittake, the diſtance between us being wider 
then that between Heaven and Earth: and indeed no leſs then 
between Finite and Infinite, So that upon a true ſtate of things, 
I believe it will be found that our Opinions are not only ſeem- 
ingly :nconſjtent, but abſolutely zrreconcileable ; foraſmuch as in or- 
der to reconcile them, we muſt part with the Infinzte nature of God 
the Father, and the Divinity of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 
And ſarely that man muſt be very fond, nay he muſt be mad for 
peace, that can be content, to ſacrifice both Truth and the Divzne 
Author of it, in order to purchaſe 1t. Once ind2ed our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour came down among men, and offered uþ himſe{f upon the Croſs 
in order-to reconcele the two greateſt Enemzes, God and Man : but it 1s 
too mach in all Conſcience which 1s expected of us, that we 
ſhould make a new Oblation of our Savnour: and not only-as the Jews 


| —_— —_— 


1 Curcell. Rel. Chriſtianz Inft. Lib. 2. Cap. 2T. p. 78. Que Confeſſio, fi rem ipſam 


potins quam werba aut phraſes ſpeffes, parum ab Ortrodoxorum ſententia differre vi- 
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did, nail his Body to the Croſs, but [ſacrifice even hes Droinity, to 

compole the- differences in. Religion. | 
But perhaps-ſome. may ſay the Socrmansaremen of more rea- 

ſon and moderation, then to defire us preſently to part with all our 

Religion to' gratifie them : iT hey only plead for /berty, and in 

order to their 'joyning with us, that. we would remove thofe 


obſtartes 'of communion, v2. Articles, 'Creeds, Confeſſions of Faith, 


ſome uſeleſs: expreſſions in our ' Common Prayer, which contain 
too plain and wncharitable acknowledgments of the Trinity ; 
which hinder.:many pious, /uſetul and ;excellent - perſons from 
coming. to our.-Churches..' Why: ſhould we not ftrip- our-Faith 
of all thoſe larger and unwarrantable exphications which Coun- 
cils and Fathers have made of 1t ;..and reduce all to the naked 
expreſſuons of Scripture : that 1s, content+-our ſelves with a tew 
Ambiguous words, (which theperverſe and ſubtile Interpretati- 
ons of Hereticks ihave: made ſo) and let' every man abound in 
his own ſenſe. | <a 
They believe Chriſt to be the Son of God, ſo-as tobe true 
God likewiſe : what need we trouble our ſelves or- then with 
the word Conſubſtantzial; - pity it 1s, that a word, nay, a Letter 
ſhould divide men in their Opinions and: Aﬀections. + To all 
which, tho I have a great deal that I could anſwer, yet at pre- 
ſent all thatT ſhall ſay ſhall be this: That the Socznans are wiſe 
men, perſons of a deep reach; but they mutt not think that all'the 
reſt ot the World are fools. It were too much 1n all Conſcience 
to defire us to part with all at firſt : but they know what advan- 
tage to make of our ConceiſHhons : if they can perſwade us with 
that fooliſh woman Prov. 14. 1, to pull down our houſe with 
our own hands, it will ſave them the toyl and drudgery of 
ſo doing: at leaſt if they can prevail with us to demoliſh our 
Outrworks, then they will be able as with greater eaſe, {o likewiſe 
with greater hopes of ſucceſs, to attack the main Fort. In ſhort, 
the Ancient Creeds and Confeſſions, and thoſe Ancient words 1n 
which the Doctrine of Faith hath bin conveyed down to us; 
are only ' an Hedze of Thornes, as they have bin truly and per- 
tinently ſtyled, with which the Chriſtian Faith hath bin guarded 
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againſt the deſigns of d:jew:fed Hereticks, and I hope they will 
prick their fingers, who ihall attempt the removing of them, 

And thus much ſhall ſerve to be ſaid upon the firſt Head, of 
the great difference there is between what the Scriptures affirme, 
and what the Socinzans lay of the great object of our Religion 
God Allmighty. And if there were only this in the caſe, I hope 
it might prove ſufficient to guard any pious well meaning Chri- 
ſtian from the Infe#:on of their Impious Opinions, which furniſh 
him with notions ſo dzſhonorable and injurious to his maker : 
and who by denying, the bleſſed Trinity, and the Divinity of our 
Saviour, haye ſubverted the very foundations of - Chriſtianity, 
altered the whole Oeconomy of mans Salvation : ſo that they 
and we muſt go different waies to Heaven, as having neither 
the ſame meanes of Grace, nor the ſame hopes of Glory. 

I ſhould now proceede to ſhew the Oppoſition between the 
Socrtman tenets, and the other parts of the Chriſtian DoCtrine, 
which are thereby contradicted, and overthrown. But this 
muſt be referred till a time of further and better leaſure : But 


by this Taſte which I have given the Reader of Socrmmaniſm , 


I may have reaſon to hope that he will be of the Opinion, 
that Religion 1s ike Wine, the older, the more excellent and 


defireable. And therefore that no man of w2/dome, or indeed of 


common ſenſe, who hath not loſt all Reliſh of drome things, when 
he hath taſted of the old Religion, will ftraightly defire the 
New, becauſe he will find that the Old is much better. 


Now to the Holy Bleſſed and undivided Trimty, three Perſons and 


one God, be all Honour, Glory, and Praiſe both now and for 
evermore, Amen. 


